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The  Large  Date  1848/8  Half  Dime— A  Discovery  Piece 


by 

Al  BIythe 

For  the  half  dime  series  the  period  of  the  1840's  and  1850's  was  an  era  loaded 
with  blundered  dies,  especially  obverses  with  overdates  and  repunched  dates.  In 
his  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins,  Walter  Breen  states  that  "the  new  Mint 
Engraver,  James  Barton  Longacre,  was  timid  and  inefficient,  but  Coiner  Franklin 
Peale's  workmen  were  no  better,  and  some  of  the  resulting  blundered  dies  have 
become  famous.  Among  the  half  dimes,  possibly  the  most  notable  are  various  triple 
dates,  the  1848/7/6,  1849/8/6,  the  1848  large  date  (in  which  a  dime  logotype  was 
used  by  mistake),  and  the  1858  over  inverted  date." 

This  collector  recently  acquired  a  high  grade  1848  Large  Date  half  dime  in  AU 
condition.  It  is  my  practice  to  closely  examine  any  new  acquisition  in  microscopic 
detail.  Initial  study  revealed  that  this  coin  exhibited  a  strong  strike  with  full  detail, 
and  that  it  appeared  to  be  an  early  die  state  for  this  variety.  Closer  examination  under 
lOx  and  30x  stereo  magnification  revealed  evidence  of  a  pronounced  spike  off  the 
lower  loop  of  the  second  8,  between  the  4  and  the  second  8  and  extending  into  the 
crosslet  of  the  4.  Walter  Breen  examined  this  coin  at  the  May  1991  Long  Beach  Coin 
Show  and  stated  that  the  spike  represented  a  portion  of  an  earlier  8.  Club  member 
Brian  Greer  has  seen  an  example  of  an  earlier  die  state  of  this  variety  with  more 
of  the  underlying  8  visible  between  the  4  and  second  8.  This  coin  seems  to  confirm 
the  identification  of  this  variety  as  an  1848/8. 


This  variety  also  has  an  extra  segment  between  the  4  and  the  second  8  in  the 
area  between  the  two  loops  of  the  second  8.  This  segment  does  not  lend  itself  to 
easy  identification  and  is  far  less  pronounced  than  the  aforementioned  spike.  An 
arrow  points  out  the  area  being  discussed  on  the  photograph  and  it  is  presumed 
that  this  is  part  of  an  earlier  8. 

My  coin  also  shows  die  chips  along  the  inside  points  of  the  5th  and  6th  stars 
and  a  small  die  chip  on  the  inside  point  of  the  1st  and  3rd  stars.  There  is  a  large 
die  chip  between  the  5th  and  6th  stars  and  a  die  chip  off  a  radial  of  the  7th  star 
near  the  denticles.  There  is  also  a  large  die  chip  between  the  10th  and  11th  stars 
and  outline  damage  around  most  of  the  stars  on  the  right  side.  The  reverse  of  this 
coin  is  clean  and  devoid  of  die  cracks,  but  it  has  a  rotation  of  15  degrees  counter- 
clockwise in  relation  to  the  obverse.  XF  and  FA/F  examples  of  this  variety  owned 
by  Bill  Fivaz  both  have  the  same  degree  of  reverse  rotation  and  fairly  strong  die 
clashes  at  K-12  and  K-6  on  the  reverse  and  others  in  the  field  below  the  ES  and 

0  and  between  the  right  bow  and  ME. 

Initially  I  was  not  sure  whether  all  1848  Large  Date  half  dimes  exhibited  the  pro- 
nounced spike  between  the  4  and  the  second  8.  The  plate  coin  in  Breen's  encyc- 
lopedia for  variety  #3043  does  not  appear  to  show  the  spike,  but  I  felt  that  this 
observation  was  not  conclusive.  On  pictures,  the  lighting  often  obscures  features 
on  a  coin  even  when  the  coins  are  in  high  grade  and  the  photography  is  sharp. 

1  concluded  that  only  personal  observation  of  other  examples  of  this  variety  would 
answer  this  question  with  certainty. 

After  reviewing  the  first  draft  of  this  article,  John  McCloskey  checked  the  mate- 
rial that  Kam  Ahwash  had  gathered  on  the  1848  Large  Date  half  dime  and  found 
photographs  of  this  variety  with  the  extra  segment  as  I  have  illustrated.  He  also 
found  pictures  of  this  variety  without  the  spike.  It  can  therefore  be  stated  that  the 
1848  Large  Date  half  dime  comes  without  the  extra  segment  as  shown  in  the  ac- 
companying photograph.  A  careful  comparison  was  made  to  determine  if  there  were 
two  different  obverses  for  this  variety.  The  placement  of  the  date  appears  to  be  iden- 
tical on  all  photographs  examined.  Even  so,  we  would  have  to  conclude  that  there 
are  two  obverses  from  the  information  obtained. 

The  Ahwash  picture  of  the  coin  which  does  not  show  the  extra  spike  between 
the  4  and  the  second  8  also  does  not  show  any  of  the  defects  around  the  stars. 
But  we  cannot  be  sure  that  the  obverse  die  was  not  ground  down  and  reused  after 
removing  the  star  defects  and  the  extra  segment  under  the  second  8.  If  there  are 
not  two  obverses  for  this  variety,  there  are  at  least  two  die  states  for  the  1848  V-1 
half  dime.  One  additional  point  should  be  made  at  this  time.  One  of  the  pictures 
of  the  half  dime  without  the  defects  showed  a  strong  die  crack  on  the  reverse.  This 
crack  runs  from  the  E  in  STATES,  down  through  the  L  in  HALF  and  through  the 
right  upright  of  the  M  in  DIME  and  then  down  into  the  wreath. 

Collectors  should  examine  their  1848  Large  Date  half  dimes  for  evidence  of  the 
characteristics  described  in  this  article.  I  note  that  the  Half  Dime  survey  published 
in  Issue  #42  of  the  journal  listed  five  specimens  of  this  variety  in  AU  and  one  ex- 
ample in  mint  state.  I  would  appreciate  it  if  the  club  members  who  own  these  pie- 
ces would  study  them  and  report  their  findings  of  their  die  characteristics  to  me. 
I  can  be  reached  by  telephone  at  the  number  (619)  872-2730. 
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1848  Large  Date  Half  Dime  without  Spike  and  without  Star  Defects 


1848  Large  Date  Half  Dime  with  Die  Crack  Through 

Center  of  Reverse 
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STONERIDGE  LTD. 

HALF  DIMES 

1838      AU-50,  partial  drapery  $150 

1838-0    VF-30,  V-2  variety   290 

1840      AU-50,  dark  toning   90 

1840      EF-45,  V-6  obverse,  die  crack  tiirough  Miss  Liberty   120 

1843      AU-55,  doubled  date    205 

1843      AU-50,  reverse  die  cracks   105 

1843      AU-50,  nice  multi-color  toning   90 

1845      AU-55,  V-6   95 

1848-0    MS-61,  V-2  obverse,  Large  0  reverse   410 

1849      AU-58,  9/8/6,  choice   315 

1850-0    AU-55,  V-1   215 

1851  AU-58,  V-1,  ctioice   110 

1852  EF-45,  nice  toning   75 

1853  AU-50,  No  Arrows,  halo  toning   400 

1853      VF-20,  No  Arrows   100 

1854-0    EF-45,  late  die  state,  rim  cud   125 

1857-0    EF-45,  blue  toning  over  gray   90 

1858      MS-61,  inverted  date   585 

1858      AU-55,  doubled  date   390 

1861  EF-45,  1/0  doubled  die  obverse   325 

1862  MS-60,  slanted  date   195 

1863  MS-62,  dark  toning    825 

1864  MS-62,  brilliant,  ANACS   1275 

1865  AU-50,  ANA  certified   525 

1866  MS-62,  nicely  toned,  ANACS   875 

1867  PR-63,  brilliant   900 

1868-  S    EF-40,  very  late  die  state,  cleaned   60 

1871       MS-63,  brilliant    290 

1869-  S    AU-58,  repunched  18   60 

Thirty-day  return  privilege.  Please  send  $3  for  postage.  Call  after  5  PM. 

STONERIDGE  LTD. 

Pete  Riggs  •  P.O.  Box  0231 
Aurora,  Colorado  80044 

Telephone  1-800-845-0304 
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Recut  Date  Varieties  for  the  1856-0  Half  Dollar 


by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

The  1856-0  half  dollar  has  always  been  one  of  my  favorite  issues  In  the  Seated 
half  dollar  series.  This  date  is  certainly  not  rare  with  a  mintage  of  more  than  2.6 
million  pieces,  but  there  are  a  number  of  recut  date  varieties  for  this  issue  which 
have  continued  to  hold  my  interest.  1  have  searched  for  examples  of  these  varieties 
over  the  years  and  have  enjoyed  studying  the  pieces  that  I  have  been  able  to  pur- 
chase of  this  date.  I  would  like  to  describe  the  development  of  my  work  on  this  is- 
sue during  the  last  twelve  years. 

In  November  1979  I  published  a  picture  of  an  1856-0  half  dollar  in  Issue  #16 
of  the  journal  that  showed  recutting  on  the  last  two  digits  in  the  date.  This  variety 
showed  recutting  on  the  lower  side  of  the  flag  of  the  5  and  recutting  along  the  in- 
side of  the  upper  loop  of  the  6.  This  picture  is  shown  below  for  reference  with  this 
article.  There  are  two  strong  die  cracks  that  appear  on  the  obverse  over  the  date 
of  this  coin.  One  crack  runs  from  the  field  over  the  digit  6,  up  into  the  base  of  the 
rock  and  along  the  rock  to  the  denticles  just  to  the  right  of  the  foot.  A  second  crack 
runs  from  the  top  of  the  digit  1,  up  to  the  left  into  the  base  of  the  rock  and  through 
the  rock  just  below  the  left  tip  of  the  ribbon  under  the  shield. 


1856/56-0  Half  Dollar 
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At  the  time  that  I  first  published  my  article  on  this  variety,  I  thought  that  it  might 
be  an  example  of  what  Beistle  called  the  3-C  variety.  But  there  were  a  few  points 
in  his  description  that  didn't  seem  to  match  up  with  my  coin.  In  describing  the  3-C 
variety,  Beistle  states  that  all  stars  on  the  left  are  recut.  My  coin  grades  a  nice  XF-45 
but  does  not  show  any  doubling  of  the  stars.  Beistle  also  doesn't  mention  the  die 
crack  that  is  so  clearly  evident  over  the  digit  1  in  the  date.  There  are  also  some  prob- 
lems in  matching  his  description  of  Reverse  C.  My  coin  shows  some  very  clear  die 
defects  in  the  field  on  the  reverse.  There  are  several  die  lines  that  run  through  the 
field  just  above  the  upper  leaf  at  a  45  degree  angle  from  the  left  wing  down  to  the 
upper  bud.  There  are  also  several  strong  but  short  die  lines  that  run  at  a  distinctly 
different  angle  from  the  same  bud  up  to  the  eagle's  left  leg.  These  die  lines  were 
not  mentioned  by  Beistle  in  his  description  of  Reverse  C  and  seem  too  strong  to 
have  been  overlooked  by  him  when  describing  this  variety.  At  the  time  I  was  unable 
to  resolve  these  discrepancies  between  Beistle's  statements  and  the  characteristics 
of  my  coin. 


1856/56-0  Half  Dollar  with  Reverse  Die  Defects 
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The  questions  that  I  had  with  the  Beistle  description  remained  unresolved  until 
a  few  years  ago  when  I  purchased  another  example  of  an  1856-0  half  dollar  with 
a  recut  date.  This  coin  had  a  similar  recutting  on  the  flag  of  the  5  and  a  similar  re- 
cutting  through  the  upper  loop  of  the  6.  But  this  variety  also  showed  recutting  be- 
low the  lower  loop  of  the  6  and  below  the  lower  loop  of  the  5.  At  first  I  thought  that 
this  was  a  different  obverse  from  the  one  on  the  coin  that  I  had  purchased  many 
years  earlier,  but  careful  study  of  the  two  coins  revealed  that  both  were  struck  from 
the  same  obverse.  It  also  became  clear  that  the  new  coin  I  had  purchased  was  what 
Beistle  was  describing  as  variety  3-C.  At  this  early  stage  the  obverse  shows  strong 
denticles  and  recutting  below  the  lower  loops  of  both  the  5  and  6.  The  beginnings 
of  the  two  obverse  cracks  show  in  the  base  of  the  rock  to  the  right  of  the  6  and  to 
the  left  of  the  1  in  the  date.  At  this  early  stage  there  is  doubling  around  most  of 
the  stars  on  the  obverse  with  one  full  line  of  drapery  at  the  elbow.  A  picture  of  the 
last  two  digits  of  this  variety  was  first  published  in  March  1984  in  Issue  ^29  of  the 
journal  in  an  article  by  Bill  Fivaz.  A  similar  picture  also  appears  in  Breen's  encyc- 
lopedia and  it  is  listed  as  Variety  #4868. 

After  these  pieces  were  struck  the  obverse  was  ground  down  and  reused  to 
strike  the  piece  that  I  first  described  in  this  article.  At  this  late  stage  the  doubling 
around  the  stars  has  been  buffed  from  the  obverse  die  and  the  recutting  below  the 
last  two  digits  in  the  date  is  no  longer  visible.  But  the  doubling  below  the  flag  of 
the  5  and  through  the  upper  loop  of  the  6  still  remains  very  clear.  There  is  no  ques- 
tion that  the  obverses  are  identical  because  the  die  cracks  above  the  date  match 
up  in  every  detail  even  though  the  cracks  are  much  stronger  on  the  late  die  state 
specimens. 


The  reverses  for  the  two  obverse  die  states  do  not  match  up.  The  late  die  state 
has  a  reverse  with  strong  die  defects  in  the  field  below  the  left  wing.  The  reverse 
for  the  early  die  state  doesn't  show  any  of  these  defects.  It  is  clear  that  the  reverses 
are  not  the  same  because  the  New  Orleans  mintmarks  are  in  different  positions 
for  the  two  coins.  The  late  die  state  has  a  reverse  with  the  mintmark  located  closer 
to  the  feathers  and  the  stem  of  the  olive  branch.  Neither  reverse  shows  evidence 
of  any  die  cracks. 

While  searching  for  examples  of  the  Beistle  3-C  variety  I  stumbled  across  an- 
other variety  of  the  1856-0  half  dollar  with  recutting  of  the  digits  in  the  date.  This 
variety  shows  recutting  of  the  5  over  the  flag  of  the  digit  and  the  6  is  strongly  recut 
over  the  top  loop  up  near  the  base  of  the  rock.  There  is  also  recutting  below  the 
upper  serif  of  the  1  and  below  the  base  of  the  1.  Doubling  on  the  8  can  be  seen 
along  the  outside  edge  of  the  upper  loop  of  the  8.  There  is  also  recutting  over  the 
lower  loop  of  the  5  that  extends  into  the  space  between  the  lower  loop  and  the  flag 
of  the  5.  It  appears  that  the  date  was  first  punched  so  that  it  sloped  up  from  left 
to  right  with  the  digit  6  nearly  touching  the  base  of  the  rock.  This  positioning  was 
then  corrected  so  that  the  date  appears  level  in  the  space  between  the  rock  and 
the  denticles. 

On  the  obverse  of  this  variety,  most  of  the  stars  show  doubling  along  several 
of  their  points.  But  there  are  no  visible  die  cracks  that  can  be  used  for  identification 
of  the  obverse  die.  On  the  reverse  the  mintmark  is  located  high  up  near  the  tip  of 
the  feather  and  the  stem  of  the  olive  branch.  There  are  no  die  lines  or  die  cracks 
that  would  help  in  the  identification  of  the  reverse.  This  variety  is  undoubtedly  an 
example  of  what  Beistle  calls  Variety  1-A.  This  variety  is  also  mentioned  in  the  Breen 
encyclopedia  but  it  is  not  pictured  in  this  book.  The  Breen  number  is  Variety  #4869. 


1856/1856-0  Half  Dollar,  Beistle  Variety  1-A 
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It  is  difficult  to  assign  a  rarity  rating  to  the  recut  date  varieties  of  the  1856-0 
half  dollar  because  none  of  the  varieties  are  encountered  very  often.  But  my 
experience  indicates  that  the  Beistle  3-C  variety  is  the  most  common  of  the  three 
varieties  discussed  in  this  article  whWe  the  late  die  state  of  Obverse  3  with  a  new 
reverse  is  the  most  difficult.  Further  study  of  the  varieties  of  this  date  will  in  time 
more  clearly  determine  the  relative  rarity  of  these  interesting  varieties. 


"The  Coin  Source 

Collecting  and  Dealing  In  Seated  Material 
in  all  Denominations  and  Grades. 

Write  for  our  Free  List. 
The  Coin  Source 

P.O.  Box  4065  -  LSCC  •  So.  Daytona,  FL  32121 
Telephone  (904)  788-1348 


A  New  Reference  Book  on  Seated  Quarters 

Larry  Briggs  and  Harry  Smith  are  pleased  to  announce  the  coming  release  of 
their  new  book,  The  Encyclopedia  of  Liberty  Seated  Quarters.  The  manuscript  is 
still  in  its  final  editing  stages  but  it  will  be  at  least  200  pages  long  and  illustrated 
with  over  400  photographs.  Every  date  in  the  series  will  be  discussed  and  identi- 
fied by  written  descriptions,  rarity  ratings  and  measurements  taken  on  all  of  the 
varieties  in  the  series.  Each  variety  will  be  shown  in  die  pair  listings,  many  with  close- 
up  photographs  to  aid  in  identification. 

This  book  is  the  culmination  of  many  years  of  study  and  variety  accumulation 
by  the  authors.  It  will  be  a  valuable  reference  book  for  the  advanced  collector  and 
a  good  source  of  information  on  the  series  for  the  novice  collector  who  wishes  to 
authenticate  the  rare  dates  in  the  series. 

The  soft  cover  edition  of  the  book  will  be  listed  for  sale  at  $34.95.  A  limited  edi- 
tion of  150  hard  bound  copies  have  been  priced  at  $55.00  each.  Delivery  is  expected 
in  December  1991 .  For  further  information  on  ordering  copies  of  this  new  book,  con- 
tact Larry  Briggs  as  follows:  Larry  Briggs,  P.O.  Box  187,  Lima,  Ohio  45802.  Tele- 
phone (419)  228-2285. 
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BETTER  DATES  #25 


My  inventory  is  again  at  an  all-time  high.  This 
know  what  else  you  need. 


DIMES 

1838  G-VQ,  partial  drapery,  nice  color  . .  .$  15 

1838  VG-F,  A  S,  late  state,  some  marks. . .  12 

1842  VF-XF,  choice  original   16 

1845  XF-AU,  lustrous,  album  toning   38 

1846  AQ,  slight  bend,  some  scratches  ...  46 
1849-0  XF,  repunched  date,  small  o,  orig. . .  165 

1852-  0  VG-F,  weak  reverse   16 

1853-  0  VG,  small  cud,  obv.  die  cracks   10 

1859-  S  VF,  light  scniHiness   95 

1860  Borderline  UNC,  very  lustrous   95 

1861-  S  VF-XF,  a  few  rim  nicks,  album  tone  .  50 

1862-  S  AG/G,  lust  wear   23 

1863-  S  AG/G,  VQ  detail,  legend  worn   19 

1864-  S  Ch.VF,  peripheral  album  toning   60 

1865-  S  VF-XF,  choice  original,  flat  head  ...  90 
1866  XF,  head  a  bit  flat,  some  luster   750 

1866-  S  VF-XF,  nice  album  toning,  weak  s  . .  70 

1867-  S  AG/G,  just  wear   23 

1868-  S  XF-40,  ANACS  CACHE,  some  luster  .  115 

1868-S  Ch.XF,  lightly  toned   120 

1869  VF,  nice  original   45 

1869  XF,  deeply  toned,  flat  head   70 

1871-S  F-VF,  old  cleaning,  rev.  scratch   25 

1875-CC  F,  die  crack  through  date    12 

1880  F-VF,  scratches  on  obv   116 

QUARTERS 

1841  VG-F,  original  $  66 

1846  VG,  original,  weak  rim   11 

1850  F-VF,  lightly  toned   45 

1851  F,  rim  bump,  old  cleaning   55 

1851  VF-XF,  lightly  toned   115 

1852  VQ,  old  cleaning,  a  few  marks   42 

1855-0  VF-XF,  old  cleaning,  retoned    140 

1860-  S  F,  old  cleaning   300 

1863  G,  original   23 

1864  VG,  nice  album  toning    55 

1864-S  F-VF,  nicely  toned   400 

1869  F,  nice  original  gray    320 

1870  F,  original  gray   85 

1870-CC  F-VF,  light  roughness    1860 

1877-CC  F,  repunched  77,  Breen  #4098    25 

1882  Weak  F,  weak  detail,  original   140 

1883  VG/AG.  lust  wear   75 

1888  F-VF,  choice  detail,  original   180 


is  an  offering  of  mostly  new  purchases.  Let  me 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1839  VF,  NO,  original,  flat  strike  $  140 

1840  VF,  Medium  letters,  original   265 

1842  VG,  Small  date,  choice  original   40 

1846  VF,  Tall  Date,  choice  original   55 

1846-0  F-VF,  Tall  Date,  porous  original   140 

1847  7/6,  VF-XF,  late  state,  6  doesn't 

show   200 

1848  AU,  lightly  cleaned,  sharp    195 

1848-0  VF,  Broken  0,  old  cleaning   45 

1850  XF,  flat  head,  a  few  rev.  marks   375 

1852-0  VF,  old  cleaning,  retoned   190 

1855-S  G,  reverse  cuts,  full  detail    160 

1857-S  VG,  Large  S,  dark  original   70 

1858  VF,  doubled  die  obv,  4  shield  lines  .  40 

1863  VF,  choice  orig,  one  tiny  mark   50 

1864  Borderline  UNC,  toned,  obv.  mark  . .  210 

1868  XF,  some  luster   210 

1871-CC  VG,  solder  removed   95 

1B73-S  G-e,  original   40 

1873-  S  VF-XF,  old  cleaning,  retoned    210 

1874-  S  VG,  Medium-Small  S,  Breen  #4983  .  60 

1875-  CC  XF,  lightly  toned    125 

1876-  CC  VF,  Large  CC,  slightly  rough   50 

1877-  CC  XF,  original,  flat  strike    100 

1880  G,  choice  original   155 

1880  VG,  original    185 

1881  VG,  original    185 

1881  VG-F,  old  cleaning,  retoned    190 

1882  VG,  nice  album  toning    220 

1883  VG,  old  E  scratched  on  figure   170 

1885  Abt.  F,  cleaned  retoned   250 

1888  G,  weak  reverse   125 

1888  VG,  deep  original  toning   190 

1889  VG,  old  bend,  full  rims   115 

1889  VG,  nice  album  toning    190 

1890  XF,  two  pin  holes  in  reeding    210 

SEATED  DOLLARS 

1868  G.  original  toning  $  110 

1868  VF,  holed,  crudely  plugged   95 

TRADE  DOLLARS 

1874-  CC  AU.  chop  mark  on  obverse  $  115 

1875-  CC  VG,  )usl  worn   62 

1877-CC  G,  rare  grade,  problem  free   95 

1877-CC  XF,  obv  &  rev  chop  marks   125 


All  Coins  Guaranteed,  ANA  Grading.  Please  add  $2.00  for  postage. 
14  Day  Return  Privilege  if  in  Original,  Unopened  Holder. 
Layaway  and  Approval  Service  Available. 

Harry  E.  Smith    •    LSCC  ff566 

P.O.  Box  705  •  South  San  Francisco,  California  94083 
Telephone:  (415)  583-9908 
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A  New  Variety  for  the  1872-S  Half  Dime 

by 

Kenneth  R.  Hill 


While  previewing  lots  in  the  Bowers  and  Merena  ANA  Auction  in  Chicago,  I 
noticed  a  variety  of  the  1872-S  half  dime  that  I  had  never  seen  before.  This  coin  had 
what  appeared  to  be  the  base  of  a  7  extending  down  from  the  drapery  onto  the  base 
of  the  rock  and  the  loop  of  an  extra  8  directly  above  it.  The  coin  was  graded  MS-62. 

I  was  successful  in  obtaining  the  lot  containing  this  coin  in  the  Auction.  Upon 
re-examination  of  the  coin,  I  changed  my  mind  about  the  7  extending  down  from 
the  drapery.  It  now  looked  more  like  the  top  of  an  inverted  1. 1  showed  the  coin  to 
Al  BIythe,  author  of  the  upcoming  book  on  half  dimes,  and  he  said  that  he  had  never 
seen  this  variety  before.  He  concurred  with  me  about  the  top  of  an  inverted  1  and 
the  loop  of  an  8.  I  then  took  the  coin  to  variety  expert  Bill  Fivaz,  co-author  of  the 
Cherry  Picker's  Guide,  for  his  opinion  on  the  variety.  He  examined  the  coin  and  said 
that  he  also  had  never  seen  an  example  of  this  variety.  He  thought  that  the  extra 
segments  were  the  base  of  a  7  and  the  lower  loop  of  an  8.  My  next  stop  was  a  visit 
to  Indian  Cent  expert  and  variety  specialist  Chris  Pilliod.  He  said  that  he  had  never 
seen  this  variety  either.  He  felt  that  the  extra  digit  conformed  to  the  2  used  on  the 
Indian  Cent  of  1872.  He  suggested  that  I  compare  my  coin  with  an  1872  Indian  cent 
when  I  got  home  and  had  an  opportunity  to  study  the  two  coins  under  my  microscope. 

After  further  study  of  this  new  variety  of  the  1872-S  half  dime  under  my 
microscope,  I  wish  to  make  the  following  observations: 
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1.  The  logo  punches  used  for  Half  Dimes  and  Indian  Cents  in  1872  were  identical. 

2.  The  digit  2  used  for  half  dimes  does  not  match  the  extra  segments  in  question. 

3.  The  lower  digit  could  be  either  the  bottom  of  a  7  or  the  top  of  an  inverted  1. 

4.  The  curved  segment  does  not  match  the  lower  or  upper  loops  of  the  8,  but 
it  does  match  the  upper  outside  loop  of  the  2  and  the  right  side  of  the  base 
of  the  2. 

5.  It  is  more  likely  that  there  are  two  digits  rather  than  one  in  the  drapery  and 
the  base  of  the  rock. 

The  reverse  of  this  coin  has  an  S  mintmark  which  measures  .73  mm  tall  and 
it  is  located  .37  mm  below  the  bow  knot.  The  mintmark  is  positioned  slightly  closer 
to  the  right  ribbon.  The  right  side  of  the  wreath,  especially  the  ear  of  corn,  is  quite 
weak  due  to  die  lapping.  There  is  a  minor  die  break  near  the  wreath  at  10  o'clock. 

I  would  like  to  thank  Chris  Pilliod  for  taking  the  close-up  picture  of  the  date  area 
of  my  coin.  If  anyone  has  an  opinion  on  what  the  extra  digits  on  the  obverse  of  this 
variety  might  be,  I  would  be  interested  in  hearing  from  them. 


LSCC  Question  and  Answer  Forum 


by 

Robert  Spangler 

At  the  ANA  Convention  in  Chicago,  LSCC  members  asked  that  the  question 
and  answer  section  of  the  journal  be  reinstated.  I  have  therefore  volunteered  to  co- 
ordinate this  effort  on  behalf  of  the  club.  When  questions  are  sent  in  for  this  col- 
umn, I  will  contact  a  variety  of  collectors  and  dealers  for  their  opinion  on  the  point 
being  raised.  I  will  compile  these  responses  and  report  the  results  in  a  future  issue 
of  the  journal.  I  hope  that  this  section  will  be  used  by  beginning  collectors  who  are 
seeking  answers  to  specific  questions  and  by  advanced  collectors  interested  in  the 
opinion  of  other  collectors  on  a  specific  issue.  Questions  for  this  column  should 
be  sent  to:  Robert  Spangler,  P.O.  Box  1643,  Grand  Junction,  Colorado  81501. 

Q.  I  have  had  a  very  difficult  time  finding  a  nice  high  grade  1861-S  dime.  Is  this 
date  as  difficult  to  find  in  XF  condition  as  my  experience  would  indicate  or  have 
I  just  been  unlucky? 

A.  For  the  answer  to  this  question  I  contacted  Brian  Greer  who  is  working  on  a 
new  book  on  Liberty  Seated  dimes  that  will  be  published  in  the  spring  of  1992. 
Brian  indicated  that  his  experience  suggests  that  the  1861-S  dime  is  the  rarest 
San  Francisco  dime  of  the  Civil  War  period  in  XF  or  better  condition.  He  be- 
lieves that  the  rarity  of  the  1861-S  dime  in  high  grade  can  be  explained  both 
by  poor  strike  and  by  flat  rims.  Poor  strike  through  the  head,  drapery  and  toes 
causes  examples  of  this  date  to  be  graded  lower  than  normal,  and  flat  rims 
caused  coins  of  this  date  to  wear  more  quickly  than  pieces  of  other  years. 

Very  few  examples  of  the  1861-S  dime  in  XF  or  better  condition  were  re- 
ported in  the  survey  of  LSCC  member  collections  that  was  published  in  Issue 
#47  of  the  journal  or  in  the  three-year  survey  of  Coin  World  ads  that  was  pub- 
lished in  Issue  #48  of  the  journal.  In  his  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Liberty 
Seated  Dimes,  Kam  Ahwash  states  that  the  1861-S  dime  is  a  R-8  rarity  in  un- 
circulated condition.  For  more  information  on  the  rarity  of  San  Francisco  Seated 
dimes,  the  reader  is  referred  to  Scott  Grieb's  article  on  Early  Western  History 
and  the  San  Francisco  Seated  Dimes  that  was  published  in  Issue  #49  of  the 
journal. 

1992  Will  be  the  Year  for  Seated  Coinage 
When  it  Comes  to  Reference  Books 

DLRC  Press  is  pleased  to  announce  plans  for  the  coming  publication  of  three 
reference  books  on  Seated  coinage.  The  Complete  Guide  to  Seated  Half  Dimes  by 
Al  BIythe  should  be  available  in  January  or  February  1992.  The  complete  Guide 
to  Seated  Dimes  by  Brian  Greer  should  be  available  by  the  spring  of  1992.  The  Com- 
plete Guide  to  Seated  Half  Dollars  by  Randall  Wiley  and  Bill  Bugert  will  be  published 
sometime  during  the  middle  of  next  year.  Add  these  to  Larry  Briggs'  upcoming  book 
on  Seated  quarters  and  1992  will  indeed  be  the  year  for  Seated  coinage. 

The  new  book  on  half  dimes  can  be  pre-ordered  directly  from  Al  BIythe.  Deal- 
ers should  contact  DLRC  Press  directly  for  quantity  discounts.  Address  inquiries 
to  DLRC  Press,  P.O.  Box  64844,  Virginia  Beach,  VA  23467. 
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SOME  NEW  PURCHASES  —  SOME  REDUCED  PRICES 

QUARTERS 

1842-  0    Small  Date,  ANACS  CACHE  F-15     $950 

1843-  0    EF,  lightly  cleaned    110 

1847-0    Fine   50 

1847-0    Choice  EF,  ex-Stack's  6/89,  Lot  #1508   250 

1849-0    VG,  full  rims,  orioinal   495 

1851-0    VF   525 

1853      Arrows  &  Rays,  ANACS  CACHE  EF-40,  exceptional   175 

1853-0    Fine   26 

1853-0    Very  Fine   55 

1855-0    F-VF   125 

1855-  0    EF  + ,  some  tiny  marks   350 

1856-  0    Choice  EF,  splendid  toning   150 

1858-  0    Choice  EF    150 

1859-  0    EF   100 

1859-  0    AU,  deep  glossy  toning   225 

1860-  0    Choice  EF,  beautiful  toning    140 

1862       PCGS  PR-61   525 

1870-CC  F-VF,  lightly  cleaned,  sharp  &  attractive   5100 

1874-  S    EF,  lightly  cleaned    125 

1875-  CC  Fine   135 

1878-CC  Choice  EF,  lustrous   100 

1881      Proof  60  +   410 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1847-0    PCGS-61,  very  attractive,  low  population  $  775 

1858-0    PCGS-62,  a  choice  and  beautiful  coin    650 

1869-S    ANACS  CACHE  MS-61,  very  few  graded  in  mint  state   800 

1873      Arrows,  Choice  AU    425 

1879      Proof  50    400 

1883      Choice  AU-58   600 

1887       BU    950 

1887      ANACS  CACHE  MS-63   1900 

Please  add  $2  postage  on  orders  under  $1 00.  Two  week  return  privilege. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Minnesota  residents,  please  add  sales  tax. 

NEIL  CLASEN  •  LSCC  #607 

P.O.  Box  413  •  Anol<a,  MN  55303 
Telephone  (612)  421-4555 
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What  Some  of  Your  Liberty  Seated  Coins 
Were  Worth  in  1932 
by 

Weimar  W.  White 

While  my  wife  and  I  were  browsing  through  a  few  antique  shops  in  Naples,  New 
York  last  summer,  I  discovered  and  purchased  an  old  coin  book  by  B.  Max  Mehl. 
The  title  of  the  book  is  The  Star  Rare  Coin  Encyclopedia  and  Premium  Catalog,  36th 
edition,  G27152  copyrighted  in  1932.  The  $3.00  price  tag  for  this  work  seemed  very 
reasonable  since  it  originally  was  valued  at  one  dollar! 

What  I  found  most  intriguing  about  the  book  were  the  buying  prices  for  various 
Liberty  Seated  specimens  and  the  grading  procedures  for  coins  given  by  one  of 
the  leading  coin  dealers  almost  60  years  ago.  Let  me  quickly  add  that  this  inter- 
esting encyclopedia  contained  about  2,000  illustrations  and  listed  buying  prices 
for  U.S.  and  colonial  coins,  private  and  territorial  gold,  U.S.  fractional  currency,  con- 
federate and  colonial  notes,  encased  postage  stamps,  rare  Canadian  coins  and 
many  other  foreign  coins  and  notes.  The  book  also  contained  special  articles  on 
coins  in  general. 

The  prices  quoted  in  the  book  are  what  Mehl  would  pay  for  coins  in  good  to 
proof  condition  unless  otherwise  noted.  For  example,  a  $5.00  to  $10.00  range  meant 
that  he  would  pay  between  these  prices  according  to  the  condition  of  the  individual 
coin. 

Mehl's  classification  on  the  condition  or  preservation  of  coins  is  given  as  follows: 

PROOF 

"Proof  coins  are  especially  struck  from  polished  blanks  and  dies  and  finished 
by  hand,  which  gives  them  a  mirror-like  smooth,  reflective  surface.  The  most  per- 
fect condition  known.  The  mint  makes  a  small  charge  for  the  proof  coins  and  they 
can  only  be  had  during  the  year  of  issue." 

UNCIRCULATED 

"Uncirculated  coins  are  coins  struck  for  circulation.  But  coins,  to  be  classified 
as  'uncirculated',  must  be  as  new  and  bright  as  when  dropped  from  the  coining 
press;  a  coin  that  has  been  in  circulation,  no  matter  whether  it  shows  no  marks 
of  wear,  cannot  be  classified  as  uncirculated." 

FINE 

"Fine  coins  are  those  which  have  seen  circulation,  but  every  feature  of  the  coin 
must  show  very  plainly.  It  must  not  show  any  bad  scratches  or  nicks." 

GOOD 

"Good  coins  are  those  which  have  seen  considerable  circulation,  but  every  fea- 
ture of  the  coin  must  show  plainly.  It  must  not  show  any  bad  scratches  or  nicks." 

FAIR 

"Fair  coins  are  those  which  are  much  worn  but  on  which  the  design,  lettering 
and  date  are  clearly  visible." 
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POOR 


"Poor  coins  are  those  on  which  the  design,  lettering  and  date  are  almost 
obliterated.  Poor  coins,  unless  of  a  very  rare  date,  are  worth  their  intrinsic  value." 

One  quickly  realizes  that  Mehl's  classification  of  coins  is  very  subjective  and 
that  he  considers  proof  a  condition.  Also,  notice  that  there  is  only  a  two-word  dif- 
ference in  the  description  between  a  coin  in  fine  and  one  in  good  condition!  Actual- 
ly the  1932  edition  of  the  Star  Encyclopedia  shows  exactly  the  same  description  for 
a  coin  in  fine  and  one  in  good.  Thinking  that  this  might  be  an  error  in  the  printing 
of  the  book,  I  wrote  to  ANA  Librarian  Lynn  Chen  and  asked  her  to  see  if  she  could 
resolve  this  problem.  She  reported  that  ail  issues  of  the  Star  Encyclopedia  before 
1944  have  exactly  the  same  description  for  grades  Fine  and  Good.  Sometime  after 
1944  the  description  for  Fine  was  changed  by  deleting  the  word  CONSIDERABLE 
before  circulation  and  adding  the  word  VERY  before  plainly 

The  writer  also  wondered  how  Mehl  could  tell  if  a  coin  were  circulated  if  it  had 
no  marks  or  wear.  Perhaps  it  had  to  be  seen  coming  directly  from  the  mint  or  the 
bank  to  qualify  as  an  uncirculated  example.  It  also  appears  that  toned  coins  could 
not  be  classified  as  uncirculated  by  his  standards. 

Fortunately,  we  have  better  guidelines  to  follow  now  when  classifying  the  condi- 
tion of  coins.  However,  this  could  be  open  to  debate,  especially  when  one  considers 
the  grading  of  uncirculated  specimens  from  MS-60  through  MS-70.  Eleven  grades 
in  mint  state?  I  wonder  what  Mehl  would  say  about  this  if  he  were  alive  today! 

Table  I  shows  what  Mehl's  company,  the  Numismatic  Company  of  Texas,  would 
pay  for  Liberty  Seated  dollars.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  he  would  pay  less  for  an 
1866  no  motto  proof  than  he  would  for  a  circulated  1870-S  dollar.  Perhaps  he  did 
not  have  a  good  perception  of  the  quantities  of  these  two  dates  extant  when  he  set 
the  prices. 

Another  interesting  observation  was  his  willingness  to  pay  $100  to  $225  for  an 
1873-S  standard  dollar.  Since  no  confirmed  or  documented  examples  of  this  date 
are  known,  perhaps  there  was  some  wishful  thinking  on  his  part! 

How  much  are  Liberty  Seated  coins  worth  today?  Let's  compare  today's  prices 
to  his  buying  prices  59  years  ago.  A  recent  Coin  WorldTRENDS  listed  the  no  motto 
type  proof  dollars  at  $1,250  in  PF-60  and  $19,500  in  PF-65.  Motto  proofs  were  listed 
for  $1,175  in  PF-60  and  $16,000  in  PF-65. 

If  one  could  have  purchased  a  proof  Liberty  Seated  dollar  from  Mehl  in  1932 
for  $2.25  and  then  sold  it  for  $16,000  in  1991,  his  increase  would  have  been  711,111%. 
This  corresponds  to  an  average  annual  compounded  increase  of  16.2%. 

How  does  this  compare  to  a  broad  index  of  rare  coin  appreciation?  Dave  Bowers 
in  his  book  High  Profits  from  Rare  Coin  Investments,  12th  edition,  compiled  a  price 
appreciation  review  starting  from  1948  to  1989  for  127  classic  U.S.  coins  from  cop- 
per, silver  and  gold  issues  plus  colonials  and  commemoratives.  Most  of  the  coins 
represented  were  in  MS-60  with  the  prices  taken  out  of  the  Guide  Bool<  issues  dur- 
ing the  41-year  time  span.  We  see  from  his  analysis  that  if  $5,115.75  were  spent  to 
purchase  these  diverse  127  coins  in  1948,  they  now  would  be  valued  at  $624,033 
forty-one  years  later  This  corresponds  to  an  average  annua!  compounded  growth 
rate  of  12.4%!  Not  a  bad  rate  of  return! 
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TABLE  I 


Buying  Prices  for  Selected  Liberty  Seated  Dollars  in  1932 

DATE 

PRIPE  RANGE 

1840  thru  1850 

proof 

$1.10 

1851 

fine/proof 

$25  to  $50 

1852 

fine/proof 

$25  to  $50 

1853 

fine/proof 

$1.50  to  $3.00 

1854 

fine/proof 

$2.00  to  $3.50 

1855 

fine/proof 

$1.75  to  $3.50 

1856 

fine/proof 

$1.75  to  $3.50 

1857 

fine/proof 

$1.50  to  $2.00 

1858 

fine/proof 

$15  to  $20 

1859  thru  1865 

proof  only 

$1.10 

1866  no  motto 

fine/proof 

$10  to  $60 

1867  thru  1869 

proof  only 

$1.10 

1870-S 

fine/unc 

$100  to  $225 

1870  thru  1872 

proof  only 

$1.10 

1873-S 

fine/unc 

$100  to  $225 

Table  II  shows  Mehl's  buying  prices  for  selected  Carson  City  coinage.  I  suppose 
if  one  in  need  could  receive  $.50  for  selling  an  1874-CC  dime  during  the  depres- 
sion, he  would  be  tempted  to  do  so.  Furthermore,  the  $50.00  listed  for  an  1876-CC 
twenty  cent  piece  in  good  or  fine  condition  was  more  than  two  weeks  pay  for  many 
folks  at  that  time.  The  TRENDS  prices  in  Coin  World  now  list  the  1876-CC  twenty 
cent  piece  in  MS-60  at  $47,500,  the  1871-CC  dime  in  MS-60  at  $12,000,  the  1872-CC 
dime  in  MS-60  at  $23,500  and  the  1874-CC  dime  in  this  lofty  grade  at  $27,500! 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  B.  Max  Mehl  was  a  pioneer  in  American 
numismatics  and  his  business  and  literature  contributions  are  responsible  to  a  large 
extent  for  today's  popularity  of  coin  collecting.  He  is  especially  remembered  for  sell- 
ing many  celebrated  rarities  such  as  the  1804  dollar,  the  1822  half  eagle  and  the 
1913  liberty  nickel  just  to  name  a  few. 

TABLE  II 

Buying  Prices  for  Selected  Carson  City  Coins  in  1932 


DATE  CONDITION  RANGE  PRICE  RANGE 

1870-  CC  dollar  unc  $1.50 

1871-  CC  dollar  unc  $1.50 

1872-  CC  dollar  unc  $1.50 

1873-  CC  dollar  unc  $1.50 

1870-  CC  quarter  dollar  unc  $0.35 

1871-  CC  quarter  dollar  unc  $0.35 

1872-  CC  quarter  dollar  unc  $0.35 

1873-  CC  quarter  dollar  unc  $0.35 
1876-CC  twenty  cent  piece  good/unc  $50  to  $100 

1871-  CC  dime  unc  $0.25 

1872-  CC  dime  unc  $0.25 

1873-  CC  dime  unc  $0.25 

1874-  CC  dime  unc  $0.50 
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CERTIFIED  COINS  FOR  THE  COLLECTOR 


HALF  DIMES 

1844  PCGS-63,  recut  date,  scarce,  rainbow  toning  $  525 

1856  PCGS-62,  Open  6,  full  strike  and  luster   195 

DIMES 

1837  ANACS-VF30,  Large  Date,  toned,  mark  free  $  225 

1856  PCGS-63,  large  Date,  rare,  subdued  luster   1295 

1860-0  ANACS-G4,  rare  date,  just  wear   245 

1864  PCGS-63,  Proof,  brilliant   925 

1866  PCGS-62,  Proof,  dark  blue  toning  near  edges,  PQ    795 

1886  PCGS-62,  lustrous,  clean   145 

1888  PCGS-61,  final  8  repunched,  light  rose  toning    115 

QUARTERS 

1841-0  PCGS-60,  doubled  die,  very  rare,  Louisiana  find  $1095 

1876  PCGS-55,  really  BU,  Type  II  reverse,  very  few  marks    155 

1876-S  PCGS-62,  light  toning,  good  strike   325 

1891  PCGS-60,  brilliant   235 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1858-  0  PCGS-61,  brilliant,  excellent  strike,  PQ   $475 

1859-  0  PCGS-55,  original  toning,  plenty  of  luster   175 

1875  PCGS-63,  nice  toning,  full  strike   895 


Terms  of  Sale: 

1.  14  day  return  privilege. 

2.  Personal  checks  must  clear. 

3.  All  orders  should  include  $3.00  for  shipping  &  handling. 

Beacon  Coins         LSCC  #1019 

P.O.  Box  369  •  Lancaster,  MA  01523 
Want  Lists  Solicited  —  Otiier  Coins  in  Stock 
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Market  Values  for  Damaged  Liberty 
Seated  Dollars  Established 

by 

Leonard  Augsburger 

Two  recent  events  in  the  marketplace  have  served  to  establish  market  values 
for  damaged  Liberty  Seated  dollars.  First,  there  was  Lawrence  Rogak's  buy  ad  in 
Issue  #49  of  the  journal.  The  prices  in  this  advertisement  were  for  "bottom  of  the 
barrel"  coins.  This  ad  set  an  absolute  minimum  price  for  any  Seated  Dollar,  regard- 
less of  condition.  Second,  there  was  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Polis  sale  conducted 
in  June  1991 .  Three  lots  in  this  Bowers'  sale  consisted  mostly  of  low  grade  damaged 
Seated  dollars.  These  lots  are  described  as  follows: 

Lot  #2839:  Hoard  of  Liberty  Seated  issues,  all  of  which  show  damage  or  re- 
pairs. The  selection  includes  coins  that  have  been  holed,  plugged,  scratched,  re- 
tooled and  burnished.  Some  of  the  pieces  have  been  recolored.  In-person  inspection 
is  recommended.  1840  G-6,  1842  G-4,  1846  F-12,  1846-0  VF-20,  1847  VF-20,  1848 
VG-8,  1849  VG-8,  1850  VF-20,  1856  EF-40,  1859  G-6,  1859-S  G-4,  1863  F-12  and 
another  G-4,  1864  F-12,  1866  EF-40  (2),  1869  F-12  (2),  1870-CC  G-6,  1871-CC 
LIBERTY  and  shield  re-engraved,  F-12,  1872  VF-35.  (Total:  21  pieces) 

Lot  #2841:  Selection  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars,  all  of  which  have  been  holed. 
Some  show  other  types  of  damage  including  heavy  scratches,  gouges,  edge  marks, 
attempted  punctures  and  solder.  In-person  inspection  is  recommended.  1841  G-4, 
1842  (2),  VG-8  and  another  G-6,  1843  (3),  VF-20,  VG-8,  G-4,  1846  (2),  one  VF-20 
and  another  G-6, 1846  love  token  made  from  a  Liberty  Seated  dollar,  F-15,  inscribed 
NANCY  SAM  JUNE  1946  on  obverse  and  TO  BE  LOST  WITHOUT  YOU  over  the 
eagle's  head  on  the  reverse,  1847  VG-8, 1849  F-15, 1859-S  AG-3, 1860-O  G-4, 1864 
(2),  one  VG-8,  one  AG-3,  1871  (4),  VF-35,  VF-30,  VF-30  and  VF-20,  1872  AG-3, 
1872-CC  VF-20  (Total:  21  pieces) 

Lot  #2848:  Silver  dollar  selection:  1845  VF-20,  with  an  obverse  lamination 
through  the  9th,  10th  and  11th  stars,  1846  G-4,  with  some  initials  carved  on  the  ob- 
verse field,  1859-0  G-4,  inscribed:  "J.L.H.  Schoonmaker"  on  obverse,  1863  G-4, 
with  heavy  damage  at  the  rims  and  obverse  inscription  as  follows:  "Rush  Hawkes, 
1863."  In-person  inspection  is  recommended.  (Total:  14  pieces) 

For  the  most  part,  these  lots  consist  of  the  worst  of  the  worst.  Lot  #2848  in  par- 
ticular had  a  couple  of  real  clunkers,  the  1846  and  the  1859-0.  I  think  you  would 
have  to  admit  though,  that  the  1863  dollar  does  add  some  redeeming  value  to  this 
lot.  No  matter  what  the  condition,  the  1863  Seated  dollar  is  a  difficult  date  to  find. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  owner  of  the  holed  1872  AG-3  in  Lot  #2841  probably  would 
have  done  a  lot  better  by  selling  the  coin  for  melt  value  during  the  great  silver  rush. 
I  personally  believe  it  would  be  a  shame  to  throw  any  Seated  dollar  into  the  melting 
pot.  But  I  am  sure  that  others  may  not  feel  the  same  way,  especially  after  seeing 
some  of  the  gems  in  this  auction. 
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Let  us  now  see  how  the  prices  realized  for  these  lots  compared  to  the  Rogak 
buy  prices,  the  guaranteed  mininrium  prices  for  each  lot: 


LOT  NUMBER 


PRICES  REALIZED 


ROGAK  BUY  PRICE 


2839 
2841 
2848 


$2392 
880 
143 


$1839 
892 
183 


As  we  can  see,  the  Rogak  buy  prices  are  a  pretty  good  predictor  of  what  a  really 
lousy  Seated  dollar  will  bring  at  auction.  Now,  let  us  consider  some  of  the  lots  in 
this  auction  which  contained  higher  grade,  but  still  damaged  coins. 

Lot  #2837:  Grouping  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars.  Nearly  all  show  repairs  or  some 
sort  of  damage.  In-person  inspection  is  recommended.  1840  EF-40,  1842  VF-30, 
1843  VF-35,  1844  VF-35,  1845  VG-8,  1846  EF-40,  1846-0  EF-40,  1847  EF-40, 1848 
EF-45,  1849  EF-45  (Total:  10  pieces) 

Lot  #2838:  Offering  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars  including  some  examples  which 
have  been  cleaned  or  have  artificial  toning.  In-person  inspection  is  suggested.  1840 
EF-40, 1841  EF-40,  with  an  obverse  scratch,  1843-VF-30, 1844  VF-30,  with  a  reverse 
repair,  1845  VF-20, 1846  EF-45,  brushed,  1846-0  G-5, 1847  VG-10, 1848  EF-40, 1850 
VF-20,  1853  G-5,  1857  G-6,  1859  EF-45,  1859-0  VF-20  (Total:  14  pieces) 

Lot  #2842:  Mixed  roll  of  Liberty  Seated  dollars,  all  of  which  have  been  recol- 
ored  and  now  show  repairs  or  damage.  In-person  inspection  is  recommended.  1842 
(2)  VF-30,  VF-20, 1844  EF-40, 1845  (2)  VF-30,  VF-20, 1846-0  EF-40, 1859-S  (2),  EF- 
45  with  reverse  corrosion,  VG-8  inscribed  G.M.T.  to  N.B.E.  over  eagle's  head,  1861 
G-4,  1862  VG-8,  1867  VG-8.  1869  EF-40,  1870  EF-40,  1871  (4),  two  EF-45,  two  EF- 
40,  1872  (2)  EF-45,  EF-40,  1873  EF-40.  (Total:  20  pieces) 

All  six  lots  have  been  used  to  create  the  data  table  below.  The  Coin  World 
TRENDS  prices  are  for  undamaged  coins.  The  Trends  Percentage  is  the  price  real- 
ized divided  by  the  Trends  price  for  the  lot  multiplied  by  100.  The  average  grade 
is  the  average  numerical  grade  for  all  coins  in  the  lot. 


LOT 

PRICES 

TRENDS 

TRENDS 

AVERAGE 

NUMBER 

REALIZED 

PRICE 

PERCENTAGE 

GRADE 

2837 

$1320 

$3715 

35.5 

VF-36 

2838 

2090 

4666 

44.8 

VF-25 

2839 

2392 

8952 

26.7 

F-16 

2841 

880 

4725 

18.6 

F-13 

2842 

2970 

7530 

39.4 

VF-31 

2848 

143 

671 

21.3 

VG-8 

Several  points  can  be  made  from  the  chart.  First,  a  damaged  Liberty  Seated 
dollar  should  generally  be  valued  between  20%  and  50%  of  the  Trends  value  for 
undamaged  coins.  Note  that  the  lowest  percentage  lot,  #2841,  consisted  of  all 
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holed  coins.  Second,  as  the  grade  of  the  coin  increases,  disregarding  the  damage, 
so  does  the  relative  percentage  to  the  Trends  value.  Lot  #2848  with  an  average  grade 
of  VG-8  went  for  21.3%  of  Trends  while  Lot  #2837  with  an  average  grade  of  VF-36 
went  for  35.5%  of  Trends.  Of  course,  any  particular  coin  must  be  valued  on  its  own 
merits.  A  coin  with  a  few  scratches  or  some  unattractive  toning  is  certainly  not  in 
the  class  of  these  coins  and  must  be  valued  differently.  Also,  opinions  are  apt  to 
differ  greatly  on  the  value  of  damaged  coins  as  the  cataloguer  of  the  Polls  lots  points 
out.  Certain  dealers  would  have  absolutely  no  market  for  this  material  and  thus 
these  coins  would  be  worthless  to  them.  Other  dealers  advertise  a  few  damaged 
coins  and  might  be  more  interested.  At  any  rate,  the  information  gathered  from  this 
recent  market  activity  is  an  excellent  guide  to  current  values.  It  has  been  a  long 
time  since  this  area  of  collecting  has  seen  enough  market  activity  to  create  an 
accurate  gauge,  and  these  events  should  be  considered  carefully  by  anyone  inter- 
ested in  this  type  of  material. 


The  Rare  1839-0  Large  O  Half  Dime  is  an  1839/9-0 

by 

Al  BIythe 

Half  dime  collectors  are  well  aware  of  the  rarity  of  the  1839-0  Large  O,  V-1  half 
dime.  A  total  of  eight  pieces  of  this  variety  were  reported  in  the  Half  Dime  Survey 
of  LSCC  members  published  in  Issue  #42  of  the  journal  in  July  1988.  Only  two  of 
these  pieces  graded  XF  or  higher  with  most  of  the  others  being  well  worn.  The 
location  of  the  lower  grade  Valentine  plate  coin  is  unknown. 

The  AU  example  of  this  variety  in  my  collection  still  exhibits  much  mint  luster 
and  still  has  a  full  head  although  it  was  cleaned  many  years  ago.  Examination  of 
the  date  area  of  my  coin  with  a  16x  loupe  revealed  a  very  prominent  earlier  9  cut 
too  low.  After  making  this  observation  I  checked  with  the  owner  of  another  AU 
example  of  this  variety  and  he  indicated  that  his  coin  also  has  the  earlier  recut  9. 

Valentine  was  aware  of  the  recut  9  as  he  described  this  as  "the  9  double  cut 
at  bottom"  in  his  monograph  originally  published  in  1931.  The  intervening  60  years 
have  helped  obscure  the  facts.  Furthermore,  there  have  been  very  few  high  grade 
examples  of  this  variety  available  for  numismatic  study.  Most  of  the  known  spec- 
imens are  in  lower  grades  and  evidence  of  the  repunched  9  has  no  doubt  worn  off. 

Unless  additional  information  is  uncovered  on  this  variety,  I  suggest  that  hence- 
forth the  1839-0  Large  O,  V-1  half  dime  be  correctly  described  as  the  1839/9-0  Large 
0,  Reverse  of  1838-0. 


23 


HUNTING  FOR  HALF  DIMES? 

HALF  DIMES 

1837  F-15,  No  Stars,  Small  Date,  attractive  original  $  43 

1838  XF-40,  super  old  album  toning   50 

1838       AU-50,  nice  dark  original,  small  obverse  rim  cud   125 

1838        AU-50,  Small  Stars,  rusted  obverse  die,  sharp   275 

1838-0      XF-40,  attractive  original,  scarce  in  this  grade   550 

1840        AU-50,  With  Drapery,  outstanding  original   250 

1841-  0      AU-55,  beautiful  peripheral  toning   325 

1842-  0     F-15,  cleaned,  decent  example   80 

1843       XF-40,  V-4,  shattered  reverse,  sharp  original   48 

1846       G-5,  nice  for  grade,  original,  a  few  light  marks   150 

1849       XF-45,  9/5,  V-2,  nice  even  toning,  sharp  strike   90 

1849       AU-50,  9/6,  V-2,  beautiful  iridescent  toning   145 

1849-0     VF-30,  old  cleaning,  light  golden  toning   195 

1851-0      AU-55,  sharp  original  with  peripheral  toning   235 

1853       VF-25,  No  Arrows,  a  few  scattered  marks  on  obverse  &  reverse   90 

1853       XF-40,  No  Arrows,  light  toning,  a  couple  of  small  marks   175 

1853-0     G-6,  No  Arrows,  nice  original    160 

1853-0     VF-20,  No  Arrows,  sharp  detail,  many  small  marks  under  toning   275 

1855-0     VF-20,  V-1A,  obverse  die  crack,  old  cleaning   45 

1855-0     VF-35,  cleaned,  better  than  average  strike   55 

1857-0     AU-50,  sharp  light  gray  original,  clashed  dies   125 

1858       VF-30,  Over  inverted  date,  Breen  #3091,  decent  original,  light  obverse 

friction,  rim  mark   125 

1858        VF-35,  Breen  #3089,  short  pole  variety,  toned,  nice   70 

1859-0     XF-40,  nice  for  date,  toning  a  bit  spotty   75 

1860        XF-45,  Breen  #3099,  boldly  repunched  1  &  0,  sharp    125 

1862  AU-50,  Breen  #3105,  uphill  date,  bright  &  attractive,  small  mark  on 

shield,  heavily  clashed    145 

1863  F-12,  small  scrape  on  shield,  a  few  light  marks   145 

1863  XF-40,  sharp  light  gray  original,  attractive   365 

1863-  S      AU-50,  sharp  &  original,  slight  friction   165 

1864  F-15,  a  couple  of  light  marks,  nice  original   325 

1864-  S      XF-40,  attractive  &  scarce,  small  mark  in  obverse  field   195 

1865  VG-8,  problem  free  and  original,  tough  date   225 

1865        AU-50,  attractive  strike,  color  &  surfaces   650 

1868        VF-30,  nice  original  color,  obverse  a  bit  scruffy   85 

1869-S     XF-40,  blundered  die,  extra  metal  to  right  of  shield  and  below  breast ...  75 

1872-S      AU-50,  mintmark  below  bow,  bright  original   65 

1872-S      AU-55,  mintmark  above  bow,  sharp  &  bright   70 

Many  other  nice  coins  available.  Send  for  free  price  lists.  Conservative  grading  and  accurate 
descriptions  are  guaranteed.  10-day  return  on  all  coins  in  original  tiolders.  Please  add  $2.00 
to  ail  orders  for  postage  and  handling.  California  residents  must  add  7%  sales  tax.  Please  list 
alternate  selections  when  possible.  Thank  you. 

Charles  W.  Woodruff     •     LSCC  #893 

p.  O.  Box  3776  •  Redwood  City,  CA  94064 
Telephone  (415)  367-1064  (9  am  to  9  pm  all  week) 
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Continued  Study  of  the  Seated  Dime  Series  Pays  Off 

by 

Terry  Searcy 

It  is  amazing  to  me  that  new  varieties  can  still  be  found  in  the  Liberty  Seated 
dime  series  almost  100  years  after  it  was  discontinued.  I  have  found  some  of  these 
by  chance  through  mail  order  purchases  but  others  I  have  obtained  through  con- 
tinued diligent  searching  of  dealer  stocks  at  coin  shows  and  coin  shops.  I  am  very 
thankful  for  my  good  fortune  and  wish  to  share  with  the  readers  some  of  the  in- 
teresting pieces  that  I  have  found. 

1.  1851  This  coin  has  the  same  SP-6  as  the  A-1  variety  and  the  same  spacing  of  the 
digits  in  the  date,  but  the  date  is  lower  with  no  digits  touching  the  base  of  the  rock.  The 
5  is  closed  and  this  variety  has  the  same  pendant  placement  as  the  A-1  variety  The 
5  shows  slight  repunching  under  the  flag  of  the  digit. 


2.  1853-0  The  5  is  open.  There  is  a  rim  cud  from  1  o'clock  to  2  o'clock  on  the  obverse. 
There  is  a  very  light  die  crack  that  connects  up  the  base  of  the  four  digits  in  the  date. 
There  are  die  chips  around  stars  4,  6.  7.  8.  9,  10,  11,  12  and  13.  There  is  also  evidence 
of  recutting  around  all  the  stars  on  the  right  side  of  the  obverse.  On  the  reverse  the  Large 
O  mintmark  is  placed  more  to  the  right  than  on  the  A-1  variety  of  this  year.  For  this 
specimen  the  left  edge  of  the  mintmark  is  in  line  with  the  left  edge  of  the  M  in  DIME. 
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3.  1854  The  5  is  closed.  The  variety  has  SP-6.  The  date  is  high  with  the  185  touch- 
ing the  base  and  the  4  is  close.  A  die  crack  runs  from  the  field  to  the  left  corner 
of  the  rock.  It  starts  again  f  ronn  the  bottom  tip  of  the  left  arrow  and  then  runs  through 
the  base  of  the  1 ,  through  the  lower  loop  of  the  8,  through  the  base  of  the  5,  through 
the  middle  of  the  4  to  the  tip  of  the  crosslet,  through  the  right  arrow,  through  the 
tip  of  the  right  base  at  the  toe  and  across  the  field  to  the  denticles  beside  star  13. 

4.  1871  There  is  a  heavy  reverse  die  crack  that  runs  from  the  rim  at  9  o'clock  down 
across  the  leaves  and  out  under  the  left  ribbon  to  the  rim  at  7  o'clock.  There  is  a 
smaller  die  crack  on  the  same  side  of  the  wreath  connecting  up  two  leaves  on  the 
inside  of  the  wreath. 

5.  1872  This  variety  has  SP-8.5  with  the  pendant  falling  between  the  8  and  7  in 
the  date.  The  digits  are  thick  and  the  first  S  in  STATES  is  not  broken.  The  entire 
legend  is  recut  except  for  the  U  in  UNITED.  The  2  in  the  date  is  triple  cut.  This  digit 
shows  recutting  above  the  base  of  the  digit  and  below  the  upper  arc  of  the  digit. 


6.  1875-S  This  variety  has  SP-7  with  the  first  S  in  STATES  and  the  0  in  OF  both 
broken.  The  small  s  mintmark  is  below  the  wreath,  very  sharp  and  centered.  The 
mintmark  is  not  filled  as  is  usually  seen.  The  wreath  is  partly  sharp  and  partly  weak 
to  indistinct.  The  denomination  ONE  DIME  is  very  sharp.  The  wire  rim  is  almost 
completely  around  the  obverse  except  from  4:30  to  6:30.  The  reverse  has  a  wire 
rim  around  the  upper  half. 
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7.  1876-CC  This  variety  has  SP-7.5  with  a  big  knob  6.  The  6  is  recut  at  the  bottom. 
The  cc  mintmark,  the  ribbons  and  the  wreath  are  all  heavily  doubled  to  the  left. 
There  is  also  doubling  on  the  denomination  ONE  DIME.  There  is  a  die  crack  that 
runs  from  the  right  ribbon  through  the  top  of  the  cc  mintmark  through  the  left  ribbon 
out  to  the  wreath.  There  are  also  several  other  faint  die  cracks  in  the  left  side  of 
the  wreath. 

8.  1884-S  This  variety  has  SP-7.5  with  the  pendant  over  the  left  side  of  the  second 
8.  The  small  s  mintmark  is  lower  and  closer  to  the  right  ribbon  than  on  the  A-2  vari- 
ety of  this  date.  There  is  a  die  crack  from  the  right  ribbon  to  the  center  of  the 
mintmark. 


1884-S  Dime 
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LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS  FOR  THE  COLLECTOR 

New  additions  to  my  inventory  populate  this  ad.  The  interest  in  collector 
coins  has  certainly  grown  and  I  hope  that  you  find  something  of  interest  herein. 
If  I  can  be  of  help  in  any  way,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  me.  When  in 
Maryland,  please  visit  our  shop  20  miles  northwest  of  Baltimore. 


HALF  DIMES 

1838  AU-50,  choice   $120 

1839-  0  Recut  date,  shaHered  rev,  VF->-  . . . .  100 

1840     DrapetY,  Fine,  nice   35 

1844     844  recut,  EF,  wavy  pianctiet   23 

1848  48/7/6,  Breen  3044,  EF,  nice   150 

1851-  0   VF,  original    24 

1859-0  EF-(-,  ctioice  old  toning   75 

1861  1/0  overdate,  EF,  scarce   75 

1862  Proof,  old  cleaning,  sharp   125 

1865-S   Overdate,  Breen  3114,  tf+    100 

1868     VF,  old  cleaning,  scarce   130 

DIMES 

1846     Fine,  original  color  $120 

1846     VF,  sharp   250 

1849  9/8,  Q-VQ,  rare   85 

1852-  0   EF,  original,  very  scarce   145 

1869-S   VF,  a  few  rim  nicks   23 

1872      EF-45,  choice  original  toning   48 

QUARTERS 

1840-  O   Drapery,  choice  Fine  %  45 

1840-O   Drapery,  VF,  nice   70 

1844  Choice  EF-45,  original    175 

1845  5/5,  VF,  original   30 

1847-0   VF,  a  few  rim  ticks,  nice   100 

1848      Double  Date,  Breen  3974,  VF   110 

1856  0  EF,  sharp  &  scarce    70 

1861      EF-45,  original,  nice   70 

1865     VG-H,  scarce   65 

1869-S  VQ-F,  rare   90 

1872      F-VF  original   45 

1878-CC  Choice  BU,  prooflike   525 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1839  No  Drapery,  VF-20  $240 

1839  Drapery,  EF,  old  cleaning   120 

1840  Recut  date,  EF-45    200 

1840-O   Small  o,  EF    100 

1841  EF-45,  scarce   275 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1842     Triple  Date,  Breen  4763,  VF  $140 

1842-0   Large  Date,  AU,  dark  toning   260 

1845-  0   Double  Date,  Breen  4780,  VG   475 

1846     Tali  Date,  spiked  4,  AU   225 

1846-  0   EF,  sharp   90 

1848      EF,  scarce   200 

1850  VG,  old  cleaning,  defect  at  star  11  .  155 

1851-0    EF+,  very  nice   135 

1852     AU,  sharp  strike,  rare   900 

1855      5/4,  G-VG,  many  edge  bangs   34 

1855      EF,  sharp   115 

1855-S   VG,  rare   475 

1859  EF,  original  &  sharp    75 

1859-0  Blundered  Date,  Breen  4891,  VF...  140 

1860  EF-AU,  lovely  old  toning   160 

1862  VF,  very  scarce    95 

1863  AU,  old  multi-color  toning    200 

1863  Choice  VF,  nice  toning   90 

1864  EF,  scarce   130 

1865  EF-^,  very  sharp   140 

1865-8   Recut  1,  shattered  rev.,  VF-H   85 

1865-S   EF,  gray  toning   85 

1867  Choice  toned  AU-58,  super  sharp  . .  350 

1868  EF,  scarce   285 

1869-S   EF  +  ,  scarce    130 

1873-CC  No  Arrows,  VF.  old  toning   350 

1875-S    Choice  AU-I-,  lovely  toning    160 

1881      EF-40    325 

1889     VG,  rare  date   155 

DOLLARS 

1841  AU-50,  much  luster  $460 

1842  AU-55,  very  well  struck   450 

1844  VF,  deep  toning,  a  rim  bang    275 

1845  EF-40,  rainbow  obverse  toning   435 

1845  EF-45,  bold,  PCI  slab   475 

1846  AU-55,  original,  PCI  slab   575 

1859-0   AU-50,  old  toning    425 

1865      EF,  original,  very  scarce   450 

1872  Blundered  Date,  Breen  5491,  VF-f  .  225 

1873  Choice  VF,  scarce   230 


Satisfaction  guaranteed.  14  day  return  privilege.  Please  add  $1 .50  postage  on  orders  under  $100;  add  $3.00 
on  orders  over  $100.  Maryland  residents  add  5%  sales  tax.  Layaway  and  approval  service  available. 

MARK  HOTZ  RARE  COINS    •    LSCC  m9 

69  West  Main  Street  •  Westminster,  Maryland  21157 
Telephone  (410)  876-1427 
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An  1855  Doubled  Die  Half  Dime 


by 

Christopher  F.  Pilliod 

At  a  recent  coin  show  in  Columbus,  Ohio  the  greatest  surprise  of  the  day  came 
in  the  form  of  an  1855  half  dime.  I  examined  the  horizontal  shield  lines  in  the  obverse 
shield  and  counted  seven.  I  thought  to  myself  that  this  seemed  like  too  many.  I 
counted  them  again  and  still  came  up  with  seven.  I  then  counted  the  horizontal  shield 
lines  in  another  1855  half  dime  and  counted  six.  Upon  consideration  I  concluded 
that  the  proper  number  of  horizontal  shield  lines  was  six  and  that  the  piece  with 
seven  lines  represented  a  new  discovery. 

Close  examination  of  the  1855  half  dime  with  the  seven  horizontal  shield  lines 
reveals  that  it  has  a  doubled  die  obverse  with  the  die  shift  occurring  to  the  south. 
This  die  shift  produced  the  seventh  horizontal  line,  doubling  below  the  banner  and 
doubling  in  parts  of  Liberty's  gown.  There  are  other  areas  of  minor  doubling  pro- 
duced by  the  die  shift  that  are  not  apparent  in  the  photograph. 
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One  diagnostic  feature  of  this  obverse  appears  to  be  a  repunching  of  the  flag 
of  the  1  in  the  date.  An  extra  serif  of  the  1  can  be  seen  protruding  from  the  end 
of  the  left  arrow.  This  extra  punch  is  quite  strong  and  could  be  seen  on  even  a  well- 
worn  piece. 

I  have  no  idea  how  rare  this  variety  might  turn  out  to  be.  It  is  certainly  interesting 
because  of  the  two  obverse  die  errors  and  worth  the  time  to  search  for  it.  Only  further 
studies  of  this  date  will  reveal  if  this  variety  is  rare  among  1855  half  dimes. 


SEATED  DOLLARS 

1859-S  VF,  ANACS  20/20,  Cleaned  . 
1864  Choice  Proof,  ANACS  PR-62 
1872-S    Choice  VF,  ANACS  30/30 . . . 

Bill  Coleman      LSCC  #828 

1325  Anchor  Lane,  Merritt  Island,  FL  32952 
Telephone  (407)  453-4332 

All  coins  kept  in  bank.  Please  send  $5  for  postage  and  insurance. 


New  Book  on  Seated  Half  Dimes  Will  Soon  Be  Available 

A  new  book  on  Seated  half  dimes  will  be  published  by  DLRC  Press  during  Jan- 
uary 1992.  This  new  book  has  been  authored  by  LSCC  member  Al  BIythe  and  will 
contain  over  300  photos  of  Seated  half  dimes,  a  complete  date  and  mintmark  anal- 
ysis of  the  series,  descriptions  of  many  unlisted  varieties,  rarity  ratings  by  date  and 
grade,  certified  population  rankings,  up-to-date  pricing  guidelines,  grading  stan- 
dards and  a  series  history. 

Orders  for  the  new  book  will  be  accepted  starting  in  January  1 992.  Orders  may 
be  sent  directly  to  Al  BIythe  with  check  or  money  order  to:  A.  E.  BIythe,  LSCC  #579, 
P.O.  Box  474,  Bishop,  California  93515-0474. 

A!  is  offering  special  prices  for  the  new  book  to  LSCC  members  at  1 5%  off  the 
list  price.  Soft  cover  books  can  be  purchased  at  a  net  price  of  $21 .21  per  copy  and 
the  hard  cover  books  can  be  purchased  at  a  net  price  of  $42.46  per  copy.  Al  will 
personally  autograph  each  book  for  LSCC  members.  Order  forms  for  the  book  will 
be  sent  to  all  LSCC  members  during  January  1992. 

The  Editor 


$  350 
2500 
495 
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An  1856  Quarter  with  an  Extra  Digit  in  the  Obverse  Shield 


Shown  below  is  a  picture  of  the  obverse  of  an  1856  quarter  with  what  appears 
to  be  the  remains  of  an  extra  digit  in  the  shield  that  was  sent  in  by  Bill  Bugert.  The 
picture  shows  an  extra  segment  that  runs  from  the  right  side  of  the  shield  into  the 
gown  of  Miss  Liberty  that  is  not  part  of  the  obverse  design.  The  segment  is  too  well 
shaped  to  be  the  result  of  a  die  gouge  and  Bill  speculates  that  it  is  the  remains  of 
an  extra  date  digit  punched  far  out  of  line.  Has  anybody  ever  seen  a  similar 
specimen?  Does  anybody  have  any  thoughts  on  how  this  segment  got  into  the  shield 
or  what  it  might  be?  Perhaps  the  study  of  additional  specimens  of  this  variety  in 
higher  grades  will  reveal  some  clues  as  to  its  origin. 

This  coin  is  an  example  of  the  interesting  and  unusual  pieces  that  are  available 
in  the  Seated  series.  Examine  your  coins  carefully;  you  never  know  what  you  might 
find  that  has  eluded  identification  for  a  hundred  years  or  more. 

The  Editor 


1856  Quarter  with  Extra  Digit  in  Shield 
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A  NICE  SELECTION  OF  SEATED  QUARTERS  &  HALVES  FROM  AL  BLYTHE 
The  coins  listed  below  are  problem  free  unless  noted  otherwise. 


QUARTERS 

1839       AU,  Reverse  of  1838  $375 

1839  AU,  pretty  toning    350 

1840-0     No  Drapery,  VF+   125 

1840-  O     No  Drapery,  original  AU   450 

1840  Drapery,  original  XF   155 

1840       Drapery,  AU  +    475 

1841-  0     Small  o,  shattered  rev,  VP   70 

1841-0  Small  o,  Reverse  of  1840-0,  EF  . .  120 

1841-0  Small  o,  Doubled  Obverse,  AU  . . .  325 

1841-  0     Small  o,  minor  scratcties,  BU   950 

1842-  0     Large  Date,  F   30 

1843-  0  Incomplete  eagle,  Small  o,  VF  . . .  65 
1843  0     Small  o,  EF   200 

1844-  0     AU  + ,  nice  coin,  luster   450 

1845       EF  -t- ,  dark  spots  on  reverse   50 

1845  1845/1845,  EF,  pretty  toning   120 

1846  1846/46,  EF   150 

1847  EF,  normal  date    50 

1847-0  VF,  Perfect  Rev,  dug  from 

ground   95 

1849  VF  -t- ,  Broken  stripe  reverse, 

pretty  toning   90 

1850-O     AU,  scratches   250 

1852-  0     VF  + ,  rare,  pretty  toning   775 

1853  A&R,  EF/AU,  die  breaks  on 

obv  &  rev,  rim  cud  at  K-10 

on  rev   250 

1853  A&R,  EF/AU,  toned   250 

1853-  0     A&R,  EF,  original   220 

1854  EF,  partial  drapery   50 

1854       BU,  nice  surfaces,  cleaned   450 

1854-  0     VF,  Huge  0   295 

1855-  S     F   65 

1856       VF,  nice  original  coin   20 

1856  EF,  gold  toning   40 

1856-  0     EF,  nice  original  coin   75 

1857  BU,  cleaned   300 

1858  VF,  dark  surfaces   15 

1858-0     EF,  small  rim  dings   70 

1860  EF,  type  II  obv,  1ype  I  rev   45 

1861  EF,  Type  II   45 

1861  AU-58, 1ype  II,  die  chip  In 

skirt,  rev.  doubled  at  QUAR   280 


QUARTERS 

1862        EF  $45 

1870        VF/EF   150 

1875-  S     AU  + ,  Type  I  rev,  minute  s   375 

1876  AU,  beautiful  toning,  luster   90 

1877  EF,  nice  original  coin   35 

1877-  CC    AU  -I- ,  small  cc.  Type  II  rev, 

die  cracks  on  reverse   225 

1878-  CC    VF,  cancelled  obverse   85 

1878-CC    EF   90 

1888-S     AU,  Class  1,  toned    145 

1891-S      BU,  pretty  coin   225 

HALVES 

1840       EF,  Small  Letters,  brushed   $  85 

1840-0     AU,  shattered  reverse   200 

1843       EF.  shattered  obv.  &  rev   80 

1844-0     VF.  doubling  at  mintmark  & 

HALF  DOL,  rim  ding  at  K-3   40 

1847        EF/AU    75 

1847  0     VF,  recut  mintmark   50 

1848  XF/AU,  Type  I  reverse   250 

1849-0     EF,  obverse  die  crack 

thru  head    95 

1853       A&R,  EF    180 

1856  AU,  nice  clean  surfaces   150 

1857  AU   150 

1858-0     EF -t- ,  nice  clean  surfaces   110 

1860  AU  + ,  clean  surfaces,  Type  II   300 

1860-S     AU,  dark  spots  on  obverse   230 

1861  EF-»-,  nice  original  coin   50 

1862  EF,  dark  surfaces,  nice 

original   125 

1862-S     EF/AU.  cleaned,  minor 

rim  dings   175 

1864-S     EF,  broken  S  mintmark, 

rim  ding   70 

1869       EF   100 

1872        EF   70 

1872-S      EF  + ,  clean  surfaces,  rim  tick 

at  K-11   200 

1872-CC    VQ,  scarce,  problem  free   85 

1875        AU  + ,  toned   285 

1876-  S     AU  + ,  nice  coin   200 


Please  call  to  reserve  coins.  14-day  return  privilege  if  not  satisfied.  Add  $3.00  post- 
age &  insurance  on  all  orders  over  $1 00.  Personal  checl<s  must  clear.  California  res- 
idents add  appropriate  sales  tax. 


SVC 


SIERRA  VISTA  COINS 
P.O.  Box  474 
Bishop,  California  93515-0474 
Telephone  (619)872-2730 
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An  1877-S  Quarter  with  Die  Defects 

by 

Morton  Paul 

I  recently  purchased  an  1877-S  quarter  that  shows  a  number  of  die  defects  on 
the  obverse.  There  are  several  lumps  on  the  legs  and  lap  and  a  number  of  smaller 
ones  that  don't  show  up  in  the  picture.  I  took  the  coin  to  a  friend  of  mine  who  col- 
lects Liberty  Seated  coinage  and  he  said  that  he  had  never  seen  another  piece  like 
it.  Can  anyone  provide  an  explanation  as  to  how  these  lumps  developed  on  the 
obverse? 

The  coin  was  encapsulated  by  INGS  and  it  was  graded  MS-63.  The  picture  was 
taken  through  the  coin  holder  as  I  did  not  want  to  remove  the  coin  from  its  holder 
to  photograph  it.  Any  information  that  can  be  provided  on  this  coin  would  be  greatly 


1877-S  Quarter  with  Obverse  Die  Lumps 
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DENNIS  NEWSOM 


QUARTERS 

1842  VQ-10,  nice  original   $65 

1848  AU-58,  choice,  sharp  strike  ....  375 

1856  XF-40,  light  gold  orlg.  toning  . .  45 

1857  AU-58,  unc.  obv,  bagmarks   125 

1861     VF-30.  original  gray   30 

1861      XF-45   45 

1861      M8-60    250 

1872  PF-63,  dark  obv,  gold  rev   475 

1873  Arrows,  XF-45,  cleaned    95 

1876     VF-20,  dark  toning    20 

1876      AU-50   75 

1877-8    AU-55   125 

1877-CC  F/VF   22 

1881      PF-60-1-   385 

1891-S   VF-25,  original  gray   28 

HALVES 

1840      F  $25 

1840-0   F   35 

1843  AU-50   115 

1843     AU-53   135 

1846     AU-50,  old  cleaning    85 

1846-0   VF   40 

1855-0   XF-45   85 

1855  0   AU-50   150 

1857  XF-40,  golden  toning   55 

1858  XF-45   55 

1858      AU-50   125 

1858-  0   XF-45   85 

1859-  8   Q   12 

1859-8   VQ   19 

1861      F   25 

1861      AU-50   125 

1862-8   VQ/F   22 

1869      XF-45   85 

1869-  8   F-VF   29 

1870-  8    F   23 

1875-  8   VF-25   49 

1876-  8   VF-30,  dark  toning    39 

1881      XF-45    345 


DOLLARS 

1836     XF-40,  Gobrecht  dollar  $3750 

1840     XF-40,  cleaned  &  retoned   265 

1840  XF-40,  original  gray    325 

1841  XF-45,  P/L   300 

1841  AU-53,  PCGS,  lustrous   675 

1842  XF-40    275 

1842     XF-45,  reverse  rim  bumps   185 

1844  AU-50    675 

1845  XF-40,  original  gray  toning   475 

1845  AU-50    775 

1846  AU-50,  cleaned  &  retoned  ....  325 

1846  XF-45    325 

1846-0  VF-20    225 

1846-0   AU-50    950 

1847  XF-40,  old  cleaning, 

rim  bump   200 

1848  VF-3a  dark  toning   350 

1848  XF-40,  light  golden  toning  ....  475 

1848  AU-50,  golden  toning   975 

1849  VF-35,  dark  original  toning  ...  250 

1850  AU-50,  cleaned,  obv. 

rim  bump   925 

1850-0   XF-45    925 

1853      AU-50    625 

1860-O   VF-35,  original  gray  toning   185 

1863  PF-60+   1375 

1864  XF-45    575 

1864  PF-50,  dark  toning,  hairlines  . .  675 

1865  XF-40    450 

1865  AU-50,  no  lustre,  gray  toning  . .  550 

1867      AU-50    850 

1867  PF-58    825 

1868  PF-50,  hairlines,  old  cleaning  .  450 

1872  XF-40    225 

1872-8    VF-25    375 

1872-8    XF-45,  strong  strike    925 

1873  PF-6a  dull  obverse   875 

1873  PF-55,  full  lustre,  faint  hairline 

scratches,  cleaned    675 


TERMS:  14-Day  Return  Privilege.  Please  add  $3  postage. 
Most  coins  from  Major  Auctions,  All  Graded  Conservatively 


DENNIS  NEWSOM  •  LSCC  #872 

P.O.  Box  21,  Lorton,  Virginia  22199 
Telephone  (703)791-4352  evenings 
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An  1842-0  Dime  With  a  Shattered  Reverse 


Shown  below  is  a  picture  of  an  1842-0  dime  with  a  shattered  reverse  sent  in 
by  Bill  Fivaz.  Comparison  of  this  reverse  with  the  1842-0  A-3  variety  shown  in  the 
Ahwash  encyclopedia  reveals  that  this  reverse  has  a  completely  different  set  of  re- 
verse cracks.  We  thus  have  two  varieties  of  the  1842-0  dime  with  a  shattered  reverse. 

Study  of  this  shattered  reverse  shows  some  interesting  die  breaks.  There  is  a 
crack  from  the  denticles  over  the  T  in  UNITED  that  runs  down  and  along  the  tops 
of  the  letters  TED.  Another  very  strong  crack  runs  from  the  denticles  over  the  A 
in  STATES,  down  through  the  letters  TES  O  and  then  to  the  denticles  again  over 
the  O  in  OF.  This  reverse  has  the  Medium  O  mintmark  for  this  date  and  has  the 
new  reverse  with  the  open  buds. 

Does  anyone  have  another  example  of  this  variety?  Has  anyone  seen  an  ex- 
ample of  this  variety  in  an  earlier  or  later  die  state?  Did  these  die  breaks  develop 
during  the  striking  of  1842-0  dimes?  Was  this  reverse  used  in  the  striking  of  1841-0 
dimes  and  have  any  of  the  cracks  that  appear  on  this  reverse  been  seen  on  1841-0 
dimes?  Many  of  these  questions  will  eventually  be  answered  but  it  will  take  a  ser- 
ious research  effort  on  the  part  of  dime  specialists  to  provide  a  die  progression  anal- 
ysis of  this  reverse.  It  often  takes  many  years  to  assemble  a  collection  of  pieces 
that  represent  a  die  state  sequence.  Not  only  does  one  have  to  find  additional  ex- 
amples of  the  same  reverse,  but  these  pieces  must  also  provide  a  progression  of 
die  deterioration. 

The  Editor 


1842-0  Dime  with  Shattered  Reverse 
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HALF  DIMES 

1848  8/7/6,  AU  + ,  original  medium  gray  $210 

1861  1/1/0,  XF,  light  gray   95 

1862  1862/1862,  choics  XF  + ,  light  gray   125 

1872         Doubled  die  obverse,  F,  multi-color   45 

1872        Doubled  die  obverse,  VF  +  ,  choice,  blue  gray   120 

DIMES 

1838-0      0/0,  A-1,  VF-35,  no  cuds,  multi-color,  light  gray  $460 

1840        Drapery,  G/AG,  dark  gray   18 

1843        A-1,  XF,  dark  gray,  tiny  field  mark   25 

1843        1843/1843,  A-2,  XF,  light  gold   115 

1843-0      F  + ,  medium  gray   150 

1845        1845/1845,  VF,  obv.  &  rev  die  dracks,  dark  gray   90 

1845-0      VG,  light  gray   18 

1849  9/8,  A-3,  XF,  dark  blue  gray   255 

1849-0      Large  0,  A-1,  VF  + ,  light  gray    145 

1850  A-1,  XF,  sharp,  medium  gray   42 

1851  51/51,  A-4a,  VF  -t- ,  cleaned,  some  gold  toning   40 

1856        Small  Date,  XF,  retained  obv.  rim  cuds,  light  gray   35 

1856        Small  Date,  VF,  cleaned,  retoned,  still  nice    15 

1856        Large  Date,  XF  + ,  Ken  Hill  Variety  I,  dark  gray    70 

1856  Large  Date,  VF  +  ,  Ken  Hill  Variety  III,  medium  gray   40 

1856-  0      1856/1856,  VG/G,  date  recut  down,  original,  dark  gray   18 

1857  XF,  light  gray   35 

1857-  0      Medium  0,  A-4,  choice  XF,  light  multi-color  toning   65 

1858-  0      Large  0,  XF  medium  blue  gray,  tiny  cut  in  base   105 

1863-S      Choice  VF,  light  multi-color  toning   70 

1865-S      A-1,  VF  +  ,  light  gray   125 

1869        A-3,  choice  VF,  light  gray   60 

1872         A-4,  XF  -H ,  sharp  light  gray   39 

1872         2/2,  unlisted,  VF,  light  gray    24 

1872-8      A-1,  F,  obverse  die  crack,  light  gray   65 

1876         A-9,  VF,  Type  2  Reverse,  light  gray   20 

1876-CC     Double  Die  obverse,  F  + ,  lype  B  reverse   SO 

1883        VF,  medium  gray   10 

1884-S      A-2,  F,  electric  blue  &  purple  album  toning   22 

1886        Unlisted,  AU,  SP-8,  original,  dark  gray   50 

1889        Unlisted,  XF  heavy  reverse  die  crack,  light  gray   19 

1891         AU/XF,  light  gray   40 

1891        TWO  tailed  9,  VG  -t- ,  medium  gray    12 

QUARTERS 

1853  Arrows  &  Rays,  XF,  some  luster  $120 

1854  XF  + ,  original  dark  green  &  gray,  sharp   110 

1860-S      VG,  some  hits  on  obverse   80 

1872        VF,  light  gray   65 


14-day  return  privilege.  Personal  checks  must  clear.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Please  add 
$2  postage  and  handling  on  all  orders.  I^any  other  dimes  and  varieties  available.  Wants  Lists 
Solicited. 

TERRY  SEARCY  •  LSCC#766 

Rt.  2  Box  10  •  Brimley,  Michigan  49715 
Telephone  (906)  248-3361  day  or  night 
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An  1856  Quarter  with  a  Reverse  Cud 


by 

Christopher  Pilliod 

The  picture  below  is  of  the  reverse  of  an  1856  Seated  quarter  that  shows  some 
interesting  die  damage.  There  is  a  strong  die  cracl<  that  runs  through  the  top  of  the 
letters  TED  in  UNITED  and  then  connects  up  to  the  denticles  to  the  right  of  the  D. 
This  crack  evolves  into  a  small  cud  that  runs  over  the  letters  STAT  in  STATES.  Has 
anybody  seen  a  similar  specimen  in  an  earlier  or  later  die  state? 

As  a  collector  of  varieties  I  generally  check  the  quarter  series  for  repunched  dates, 
doubled  dies  and  other  interesting  errors.  I  seldom  study  the  reverses  of  the 
Philadelphia  quarters  unless  it  is  a  date  with  a  known  doubled  die  reverse.  It  was 
a  matter  of  luck  that  I  took  the  time  to  examine  the  reverse  of  this  piece.  The  lesson 
I  learned  from  this  piece  is  that  I  should  examine  all  of  the  features  of  a  coin  before 
returning  it  to  the  dealer.  You  just  never  know  what  you  might  miss  if  you  don't  take 
the  time  to  study  each  coin  that  you  encounter. 


Quality  Seated  Coins  from  Brian 


HALF  DIMES 

1840  XF,  with  drapeiY  $136 

1840-  0       VF,  with  drapery,  ratonad   106 

1846  VF,  rare   &2S 

1863-  0       Fin*,  No  Arrows   220 

1866-S       VF  +  ,  bent   19 

1872         VF  -t-  -h ,  doubled  die  obverse   06 

DIMES 

1864         Fine,  grainy  turlaces  $216 

1876-  CC      Fine,  lype  II  reverse   60 

1886-  S       AU,  I  few  liairiines   200 

QUARTERS 

1842         VF,  choice  $176 

1843-0       VQ/F,  Large  0   65 

1843-0       XF.  sharp,  Large  0   625 

1847-0       VF+   110 

1847-0       Fine,  Perfect  reverse   66 

1862  Fine,  cleaned   60 

1863  3/4,  Fine,  cleaned,  sm.  scr   60 

1864-  0       Abt  XF,  Huge  0,  mottled  tone   316 

1867  Fine,  choice   216 

1887-  S        Qood+   116 

1869-S       Fine   140 

1870  VF,  cleaned,  retoning    116 

1S73  NA,  Ch.VF  + ,  Closed  3,  rare   336 

1877-  S        Abt  XF,  S  over  horizontal  S   116 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1840  Ch.VF,  18/18  $76 

1840  VQ,  Medium  Letters   130 

1841  VQ   40 

1841-  0       VF,  Medium  0,  scarce   68 

1846  AbtXF   110 

1846-0       XF   86 

1846         Ch.VF  -I- ,  6  over  horizontal  6  360 

1846-0       VQ,  lall  Date,  cleaned   176 

1846-0       XF-,  lall  Data    796 

1848  VF/XF,  nice   126 

1849  Ch.VF    67 

1849  Ch.XF   146 

1860         Ch.VF    396 


HALF  DOLLARS 

1861-0       F/VF    $  56 

1852  XF-   626 

1852-0       XF,  ANACS,  choice   375 

1855  5/4,  Ch.XF.  early  state   185 

1855-0  VF-t-.  0  over  horizontal  0,  cleaned  .  90 

1857  Ch.XF,  blundered  date   85 

1857-0       XF,  dark    85 

1857-S       VG,  Medium  S   65 

1857-S       G  +  ,  Large  S,  rare   85 

1857-S       XF,  Large  S.  rare   625 

1858  XF,  Type  II  reverse,  scarce    89 

1859  Ch.XF,  Type  II  reverse,  scarce   89 

1860  Fine/VF   42 

1860         Ch.VF    60 

1863  XF-   75 

1864  VF   75 

1865  VF   62 

1866-S       Good,  No  Motto   62 

1866-S       XF,  No  Motto    460 

1867  VF   90 

1867  VF,  cleaned   70 

1868  Ch.AU,  agem   295 

1870  VF  +  -h    76 

1870  VF,  dark    56 

1871-  CC      VG  -  lightly  wiped    149 

1872-  S        VF,  nice   100 

1873-  CC      F/VF.  No  Arrows   290 

1873-  CC      Good,  Arrows.  Small  cc   110 

1873  VQ  +  ,  Arrows,  quad  stripe    39 

1874-  S        VF,  extremely  small  s,  scarce   170 

1874-S        VF.  small  s   150 

1874-S        VF,  Medium-Small  S,  rare   226 

1874-  CC       VQ  +   206 

1875-  S        Good,  Medium-Small  S,  rare   30 

1876-  CC      VF  -  ,  Large  CC,  rare   80 

1876-S        Good,  Type  II  rev,  very  rare  CALL 

1876-  S        XF   70 

1877-  CC      AU,  dipped   216 

1878-  CC      am,  cleaned  but  nice   220 

1880  VQ   216 

1883  VF   285 

1883         XF,  choice   350 

1888  XF  -  ,  choice   336 

1889  VQ,  nice   210 

1891         Ch.XF  +  +  ,nice   146 


DIMES  WANTED:  1839      A-2,  shattered  Obverse,  any  grade 

1841-  0    Closed  Bud  Reverse,  Large  0  or  Small  o,  any  grade 

1842-  0    Small  0,  XF  or  better 

I  will  pay  VERY  significant  premiums  for  these  coins! 

14-day  return  if  not  completely  satisfied.  Please  add  $2.00  postage  on  ail  orders.  Personal  checks 
must  clear.  Other  coins  available,  write  for  list. 

BRIAN  GREER    •    LSCC  #716 

P.O.  Box  1781  •  Broomfield,  Colorado  80038 
Telephone  (303)  466-2640 
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An  1860-S  Half  Dollar  Die  Variety 


by 

A.  Paul  Brill 

I  recently  purchased  an  1860-S  half  dollar  In  AU-55  condition  and  noticed  that 
the  medium  S  mintmark  was  recut,  primarily  visible  through  the  lower  half  of  the 
mintmark.  The  outline  of  the  second  S  can  be  seen  on  both  the  inner  and  outer 
side  of  the  lower  half  of  the  S  mintmark.  According  to  Beistle's  reference  book,  "A 
Register  of  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties,"  there  are  only  two  varieties  for  this  issue,  one 
with  the  large  S  and  one  with  the  medium  S.  There  is  no  mention  of  a  recut  or  double 
struck  S  mintmark  by  Beistle.  Your  comments  on  my  observations  are  welcome. 


1860-S  Half  Dollar  with  Doubled  Mintmark 
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Kroon  and  Grieb  Win  First  Gobrecht  Journal  Award 

At  the  ANA  Convention  in  Seattle,  LSCC  mennbers  approved  the  creation  of  the 
Gobrecht  Journal  Award  for  an  outstanding  contribution  to  the  numismatic  litera- 
ture for  an  article  published  in  the  Gobrecht  Journal.  The  first  award  was  to  be  given 
to  the  best  article  that  appeared  in  the  first  fifty  issues  of  the  Journal  as  determined 
by  a  vote  of  the  club  members.  During  the  fall  of  1990  the  club  officers  nominated 
25  articles  that  they  considered  worthy  of  the  award  and  placed  them  on  the  ballot. 
The  vote  by  club  members  was  held  during  the  month  of  May  1991  and  the  votes 
tabulated  during  June  1991.  Surprisingly  the  vote  ended  in  a  tie.  After  considera- 
tion of  this  point  it  was  decided  to  give  the  award  to  both  individuals.  Therefore, 
the  two  winners  of  the  first  Gobrecht  Journal  Award  were  John  T.  Kroon  for  his  ar- 
ticle "Availability  of  Liberty  Seated  Dollars  by  Grade"  that  appeared  in  Issue  #29 
of  the  Journal  and  Scott  G.  Grieb  for  his  article  "Early  Western  History  and  the 
San  Francisco  Seated  Dimes,  Part  One"  that  appeared  in  Issue  #49  of  the  Journal. 
A  total  of  151  ballots  were  received  from  club  members  who  were  asked  to  vote 
for  no  more  than  three  articles  on  the  ballot.  It  was  decided  to  allow  individuals 
to  vote  for  three  articles  because  the  large  number  of  choices  would  likely  spread 
the  votes  out  among  many  articles.  There  were  415  votes  cast  from  the  151  ballots. 
A  complete  listing  of  the  results  is  given  below. 


Rank,  Article  and  Author  Votes 

1.  Availability  of  Liberty  Seated  Dollars  by  Grade,  Issue  #29 

by  John  Kroon    26 

2.  Early  Western  History  and  the  San  Francisco  Seated  Dimes,  Part  One,  Is- 
sue #49 

by  Scott  Grieb   26 

3.  The  1840-O  No  Mintmark  Bust  Reverse  Half  Dollar,/ssue  #38 

by  Bill  Bugert   25 

4.  Early  Western  History  and  the  San  Francisco  Seated  Dimes,  Part  Two,  Is- 
sue #50 

by  Scott  Grieb   25 

5.  The  1870-CC  Half  Dollar— The  Louisiana  Hoard,  Issue  #40 

by  Randall  Wiley   24 

6.  Liberty  Seated  Dime  Survey  Results:  Section  I,  Issue  #47 

by  Gerard  Fortin,  Brian  Greer  and  Robert  Spangler   24 


7.  Mint  Mark  Varieties  of  San  Francisco  Half  Dollars,  Issue  #15 

by  Randall  Wiley  

8.  The  1840-O  Half  Dollars.  Issue  #18 

by  John  McCloskey   

9.  The  Circulation  Life  of  Liberty  Seated  Coinage:  Part  I,  Issue  #45 

by  Larry  Rogak  

10.  How  Many  1858  Liberty  Seated  Dollars  Were  Really  Minted,  Issue  #48 
by  Weimar  White   

11.  Liberty  Seated  Dollars— Scarcity  and  Price  Analysis,  Issue  #24 

by  Donald  Vettel  
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Rank,  Article  and  Author 


Votes 


12.  The  Four  Reverses  of  the  Carson  City  Seated  Dollars,  Issue  23 
by  John  Kroon   

ia  Mintmark  Variation  of  New  Orleans  Dimes,  Issue  1115 

by  John  McCloskey   

14.  Gobrecht  Dollars,  Issue  #37 

by  James  Gray  

15.  The  1873-CC  No  Arrows  Quarter.  Issue  #46 

by  Larry  Briggs  

16.  The  Circulation  Life  of  Liberty  Seated  Coinage:  Part  II:  Issue  #46 


by  Larry  Rogak  

17.  Half  Dime  Survey  Results,  Issue  #41 

by  Robert  Spangler,  Charles  Woodruff  and  Roy  Ash   14 

18.  Results  of  the  Seated  and  Gobrecht  Dollar  Survey,  Issue  #44 

by  Robert  Spangler,  Garey  Sutherby  and  James  Gray   13 

19.  The  Mysterious  1875-S  Quarter.  Issue  #35 

by  Larry  Briggs   12 

20.  Some  Thoughts  on  Liberty  Seated  Halves:  Part  II.  Issue  #31 

by  Donald  Vettel   10 

21.  Our  Most  Misunderstood  Coin— The  U.S.  Trade  Dollar,  Issue  #11 

by  James  Epps   9 

22.  An  Overview,  The  Quarter  Dollars  of  the  1840's,  Issue  #12 

by  Mel  Hatfield   9 

23.  Auction  Appearances  of  Scarce  Carson  City  Coinage,  Issue  #50 

by  Douglas  Barr   9 

24.  The  1870-CC  Half  Dollar:  A  Close  Examination,  Issue  #26 

by  David  Lange   8 

25.  The  1876-CC  Twenty  Cent  Piece,  Issue  #19 

by  Montfort  Johnsen   2 


The  results  of  this  voting  were  very  unusual  in  that  there  was  no  clear  choice 
among  the  articles  for  the  award  and  nearly  all  of  the  articles  received  solid  sup- 
port from  the  members.  The  results  are  an  indication  of  the  overall  quality  of  the 
material  that  has  been  published  in  the  journal  and  a  tribute  to  the  individuals  who 
spent  many  hours  preparing  the  manuscripts  that  appeared  in  the  journal.  The  au- 
thors of  all  of  the  articles  are  to  be  congratulated  for  their  efforts  as  it  was  an  honor 
even  to  have  an  article  nominated  for  this  award. 

No  decision  has  been  made  as  to  when  this  award  will  be  given  again.  It  is  ex- 
pected that  the  next  award  will  be  given  starting  with  articles  from  Issue  #51  and 
that  another  vote  will  be  taken  within  a  period  of  from  5  to  10  years.  A  decision  on 
the  timing  of  the  next  award  will  be  made  at  a  later  date. 

The  Editor 
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A  Few  ''Goodies"  From  Bill 
Satisfaction  Guaranteed! 


HALF  DIMES 

1848-  0  Large  0,  XF40,  golden 

toning  %  62 

1849     9/6,  AU50  +  ,  nice  toning   88 

1850-O  Smail  o,  G/AG,  very  scarce ....  35 

1858  0   Ch.XF-AU45   35 

1858-  0  AU50,  nick   45 

1860-O   XF40   22 

1869     Ch.BU  62/63,  very  nice   145 

DIMES 

1837  No  Stars,  VF-XF35,  porous  ....  $  55 

1839-0   Small  o,  VF19,  original   25 

1839-  0  A-6,  reverse  cracks,  VF30/20  . .  39 

1840  Orap.  VF25,  light  marks,  orig  . .  85 

1840-  O   Small  o,  VF30,  original   35 

1840-  0  Large  0,  XF45,  light  marks ....  75 

1841  XF40,  cleaned   22 

1841-  0    Small  o,  VF-XF35    25 

1842  XF40,  cleaned   22 

1843-0   F12,  light  scratch    75 

1843-0   F-VF15  +  ,  nice    125 

1844     VQ-FIO-t-    62 

1846  VF25  + ,  small  reverse  ding  ...  185 

1847  F12,  nice  toning    18 

1849  XF40,  cleaned   22 

1849-  0  Small  o  VF-XF35,  a  few  digs  . .  55 
1849-0  LargeO,  VF-XF35,  afewdigs  ..  60 

1850  XF40  +   23 

1852     AU50,  old  cleaning   45 

1856  Smail  Date,  XF45,  small 

scratch   18 

1856-  0   Medium  0,  XF,  porous   18 

1857-  0   Large  0,  VF25   12 

1859-  0   Large  0,  XF40  +    42 

1859-S   F-VF15/20   165 


DIMES 

1862-S  F12  $  52 

1866-S  F12   44 

1870-8  G6  but  LIBER  shows   175 

1873  Open3,  VG10   15 

1889-S  Small  s,  XF40 -I-    50 

QUARTERS 

1838  XF40,  light  nicks  $  49 

1840-  0  Drapery,  F12    29 

1841-  0  Doubled  Obv,  BU60  + ,  toned . .  495 

1842-  0  Large  Date,  VF25/30    35 

1843  F-VF15  + ,  original  toning   21 

1847-0  VF25   62 

1850-O  Ch.VF-XF35/40    55 

1861-S  F-VF15/20,  a  lew  nicks   110 

1867  Ch.AUSS,  lavender  toning   465 

1869-S  F-VF15/25   100 

1874-  S  Ch.XF-AU45  +  ,  lustrous   220 

1875-  S  Large  S,  F12/VG8,  scarce   36 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1845  Ch.VF-XF35/40,  original  $  95 

1845  Ch.XF-AU45H-,  nice   145 

1846-0  No  Drapery,  XF40  -t- ,  PL   135 

1848  Ch.XF-AU45/50,  very  nice   220 

1852  XF45.  small  obv  scratch   585 

1858-S  XF40  -I-   175 

1862  XF45   150 

1868  XF40,  light  porosity   159 

1873-CC  NA,  F   ,  No  E,  scruffy   85 

1873  Sm.  Arr,  Quad  stripes,  G6   35 

1873  Sm.  fijT,  Quad  stripes, 

XF40  +   335 

1880  F12   225 


ANA  Grading  Standards.  10-Day  Return  Privilege. 
Act  fact,  these  pieces  will  not  last  very  long. 


BILL  G.  CARPENTER  RARE  COINS      LSCC  #70 

BOX  734  •  Semmes,  Alabama  36575  Telephone  (205)  645-0357 

After  6:00  p.m. 
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ON  THE  COVER 


The  Allen  F.  Lovejoy  Collection  of  United  States  Dimes  was  the  nnost  extensive 
collection  of  U.S.  climes  ever  sold  at  public  auction.  Of  importance  to  LSCC  mem- 
bers was  the  fact  that  this  auction  contained  a  complete  set  of  Liberty  Seated  dimes 
in  mint  state  except  for  the  1859-S  and  1872-CC  dates,  with  these  two  dates  being 
represented  by  specimens  grading  AU.  The  auction  catalogue  prepared  by  Stack's 
for  their  October  1990  sale  of  this  collection  is  destined  to  be  a  valuable  collector's 
item  for  many  years  to  come.  In  fact  the  auction  catalogue  of  the  Lovejoy  Collection 
was  voted  the  "Best  Auction  Catalog  of  the  Year"  by  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild 
for  1991.  This  award  was  presented  to  Stack's  at  the  1991  ANA  Convention  in 
Chicago  last  summer. 

In  recognition  of  the  importance  of  this  sale  of  Liberty  Seated  dimes,  we  have 
decided  to  feature  a  coin  from  the  Lovejoy  Collection  on  the  cover  of  the  journal 
for  the  next  year.  We  have  chosen  to  present  pictures  of  the  1870-S  dime  on  the 
cover  during  this  period.  The  coin  pictured  was  sold  as  Lot  #364  in  the  Lovejoy  Sale 
on  October  16,  1990  and  was  described  in  the  catalogue  as  being  Brilliant  Uncir- 
culated. A  complete  description  of  the  coin  given  by  Stack's  is  as  follows:  "Brilliant 
Uncirculated,  a  slight  scruff  in  right  obverse  field.  Satiny  surfaces,  touches  of  pale 
violet  toning."  This  coin  is  also  described  as  being  previously  sold  as  Lot  #605  in 
Stack's  Wolfson  Sale  in  May  1963  and  as  Lot  #775  in  Stack's  Cornell-Oglethorpe 
Sale  in  May  1975. 

The  Uncirculated  1870-S  dime  pictured  on  the  cover  has  a  strong  strike  with 
full  hair  detail  and  strong  clear  lines  on  Miss  Liberty's  gown.  The  coin  matches  the 
description  given  by  Kam  Ahwash  for  his  1870-S  A-1  variety  from  his  encyclopedia 
on  Seated  dimes.  The  date  has  shield  position  SP-8.5  and  the  date  is  level  and 
centered  in  the  space  between  the  base  of  the  rock  and  the  denticles. 

The  reverse  of  this  coin  is  important  for  numismatic  study  because  circulated 
examples  of  this  date  show  very  weak  reverses.  Even  in  this  state  of  preservation 
some  weakness  in  the  center  of  the  reverse  can  be  seen  on  the  upper  right  part 
of  the  I  and  on  the  upper  left  part  of  the  M  in  DIME.  With  die  wear  this  weakness 
only  gets  worse. 

The  mintmark  on  this  specimen  is  quite  strong  and  indicates  an  early  use  of 
the  reverse  die.  The  San  Francisco  mintmark  is  located  high  up  near  the  bow  knot 
between  the  two  ribbons.  In  fact  the  mintmark  is  almost  70%  above  a  line  connect- 
ing the  lower  edges  of  the  left  and  right  ribbons.  The  strength  of  the  San  Francisco 
mintmark  deteriorates  through  the  use  of  this  reverse  die  and  appears  very  weak 
on  many  specimens  of  this  date.  In  lower  circulated  grades  the  mintmark  is  often 
difficult  to  see  and  may  be  overlooked  by  someone  not  familiar  with  the  die  char- 
acteristics of  this  date.  Interestingly  enough,  the  reverse  of  the  1870-S  dime  con- 
tinued to  be  used  on  1871-S  dimes.  Here  the  mintmark  is  often  very  weak  even  on 
specimens  in  near  mint  state.  But  this  weakness  should  be  recognized  as  a  strik- 
ing characteristic  for  this  reverse  and  not  a  flaw  in  an  individual  coin. 

The  pictures  of  the  1870-S  dime  presented  on  the  covers  of  the  journal  were 
provided  for  presentation  by  Stack's.  I  want  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  Carl 
Carlson  from  Stack's  for  his  assistance  in  providing  the  cover  pictures. 

The  Editor 
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Grieb  Wins  Ahwash  Award  for  1991 

Scott  G.  Grieb  won  the  Kamal  M.  Ahwash  Liberary  Award  for  1991  for  his  con- 
tribution "Early  Western  History  and  the  San  Francisco  Seated  Dimes:  Part  One" 
that  appeared  in  Issue  #49  of  the  Journal.  The  Ahwash  award  is  given  annually 
for  the  best  article  to  appear  in  the  Journal  as  voted  by  the  club  members.  This 
year's  award  covered  the  material  in  Issues  #49  to  #51  and  the  award  winner  was 
determined  as  a  result  of  a  vote  by  club  members  during  July  1991.  A  total  of  85 
ballots  were  received  from  club  members  who  were  asked  to  vote  for  no  more  than 
three  articles  which  they  liked  best  during  the  past  year.  It  was  decided  to  allow 
individuals  to  vote  for  three  articles  because  the  large  number  of  choices  would 
likely  spread  the  votes  out  among  many  articles.  There  were  226  votes  cast  from 
the  85  ballots.  A  complete  listing  of  the  results  is  given  below. 


Rank,  Article  and  Author  Votes 

1.  Early  Western  History  and  the  San  Francisco  Seated  Dimes:  Part  One 

by  Scott  G.  Grieb   42 

2.  Early  Western  History  and  the  San  Francisco  Seated  Dimes:  Part  Two 

by  Scott  G.  Grieb   36 

3.  A  More  Precise  Method  for  Attribution  of  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dimes 

by  Stephen  A.  Grain   20 

4.  Auction  Appearances  of  Scarce  Liberty  Seated  Coinage  from  the  Carson 
City  Mint 

by  Doublas  E.  Barr   16 

5.  Estimating  Proof  Mintages  for  Early  Seated  Dollars 

by  Weimar  White    12 

6.  Five  Varieties  of  the  1847-0  Doubled  Die  Half  Dollar 

by  Bill  Bugert   10 

7.  Reed  Counting  on  Liberty  Seated  Coins 

by  Bill  Bugert   9 

8.  New  Evidence  Shows  Proof  Mintages  for  1858  to  be  Much  Higher  than  80 

by  Weimar  White    9 


9.  A  Hoard  From  the  Orient 

by  John  Dreyer  

10.  The  1860-S  Quarter,  The  Most  Underrated  Seated  Coin 
by  James  Gray  

11.  The  1873  Carson  City  Trade  Dollar:  Historical  Perspective 
by  David  Locker  

12.  The  United  States  Twenty  Cent  Piece 

by  John  Heninger  

13.  An  1890  Dime  with  Four  Extra  Digits  in  the  Gown 

by  Chris  Pilliod  
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Rank,  Article  and  Author 


Votes 


14.  Have  You  Ever  Seen  a  Prooflike  1876-CC  Trade  Dollar? 

by  Weimar  White   

15.  Rarity  of  1888-S  Quarter  in  Mint  State  Now  Recognized 

by  Weimar  White   

16.  A  Very  Rare  Mint  State  1877-CC  Type  I  Half  Dollar 

by  Weimar  White   

17.  An  1876-CC  Type  2  Dime 

by  Bill  Fivaz   

18.  A  Closer  Look  at  the  1838  Small  Stars  Dime 

by  Chris  Pilliod  

19.  Another  Look  at  the  1873  Quad-Stripes  Small  Arrov/s  Half  Dollar 
by  Chris  Pilliod  

20.  The  1847  Doubled  Die  Quarter 

by  Harry  Salyards  

21.  The  1865  Half  Dime,  Doubled  Die  Obverse  and  Reverse 

by  Al  BIythe  

22.  Observations  on  the  1888-S  Quarter 

by  Bill  Cregan  

23.  The  1873  With  Arrows  Dime  With  a  Doubled  Die  Obverse 


by  Brian  Greer   2 

24.  An  1853  Doubled  Die  Half  Dollar 

by  Paul  Pierce   2 

25.  Another  Example  of  the  1854-0  Shattered  Obverse  Dime  Discovered 

by  Frank  Van  Valen   2 

26.  Hopefully,  the  Last  Word  on  Mint  State  1888-S  Quarters 

by  Jerry  Campbell    1 

27.  A  Second  Variety  for  the  1872  Doubled  Die  Half  Dime 

by  Stewart  Jones   1 

28.  An  1876  Philadelphia  Trade  Dollar  with  a  Type  II  Obverse 

by  Carl  Martin   1 


With  28  of  the  34  eligible  articles  receiving  support  for  the  best  article  award, 
it  is  evident  that  there  are  diverse  interests  and  preferences  within  the  club.  However, 
even  one  vote  for  an  article  indicates  that  it  was  important  to  at  least  one  reader, 
and  therefore  a  worthy  contribution  to  the  available  information  on  Liberty  Seated 
coinage.  The  officers  wish  to  thank  all  those  members  who  took  time  to  contribute 
articles  during  the  past  year,  and  we  hope  that  we  will  continue  to  receive  interesting 
and  exciting  material  in  the  years  ahead. 

The  Editor 
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Club  Members  Approve  Numismatic  Research  Award 

at  Chicago  ANA 

Over  the  last  two  years  I  have  mentioned  to  several  club  members  that 
numismatic  research  articles  reporting  observations  from  the  study  of  actual  coins 
rarely  receive  much  support  in  the  voting  for  the  Ahwash  Award.  Articles  receiving 
the  most  support  are  usually  those  reporting  historical  information  surrounding  the 
economic  conditions  of  the  19th  century,  those  presenting  the  results  of  club  surveys 
or  those  describing  the  rarity  of  various  Seated  issues.  1  have  nothing  against  these 
kinds  of  articles,  but  I  think  that  it  is  unfortunate  that  those  people  who  spend  hun- 
dreds of  hours  studying  their  coins  searching  for  identifying  characteristics  are  not 
more  widely  recognized  for  their  efforts.  I  therefore  decided  to  prepare  a  proposal 
for  a  numismatic  research  award  for  presentation  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  LSCC 
at  the  ANA  Convention  in  Chicago.  The  proposal  for  this  research  award  was 
approved  by  club  members  at  the  Annual  Meeting  in  August.  The  details  of  this  pro- 
posal are  given  below. 

LSCC  will  award  a  plaque  for  the  best  article  on  numismatic  research  at  the  ANA 
Convention  in  Orlando  in  August  1992.  To  be  eligible,  an  article  must  have  been 
published  in  one  of  the  first  50  issues  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  and  the  information 
contained  in  the  article  must  have  been  obtained  primarily  from  the  study  of  actual 
coins.  The  club  officers  will  prepare  a  list  of  articles  to  be  included  on  the  ballot  for 
this  award  during  the  fall  of  1991.  Individual  club  members  can  recommend  articles 
for  consideration  by  contacting  any  one  of  the  three  club  officers.  A  ballot  will  be 
prepared  and  distributed  to  club  members  for  a  vote  early  in  1992.  The  votes  will 
be  counted  next  spring  and  the  winner  announced  at  the  ANA  Convention  next 
summer. 

The  Numismatic  Research  Award  will  be  named  after  James  Bennett  Pryor,  one 
of  the  founding  members  of  LSCC  who  was  responsible  for  the  publication  of  the 
first  issue  of  the  journal.  Jim  was  a  devoted  numismatic  scholar  who  spent  many 
long  hours  studying  the  pieces  in  his  Liberty  Seated  half  collection.  Jim  died  in  April 
from  a  brain  tumor  and  it  was  felt  that  this  would  be  a  good  way  to  remember  the 
contributions  that  he  has  made  to  the  field  of  numismatics. 

Since  this  is  a  new  award,  a  new  design  will  be  prepared  for  the  plaque  that  will 
be  given  to  the  winner.  We  will  accept  suggestions  from  club  members  for  a  new 
design  during  the  fall  of  1991  and  attempt  to  use  the  best  of  these  ideas  to  create 
an  attractive  plaque.  Anyone  making  a  significant  contribution  to  the  selected  design 
will  be  recognized  for  their  efforts. 

The  Editor 

LSCC  Regional  Meeting  at  FUN  Convention 

There  will  be  an  Eastern  Regional  meeting  of  LSCC  at  the  FUN  Convention  in 
January  1992.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  9:00  AM  on  Friday,  January  10,  1992  in 
Orlando,  Florida  during  the  FUN  Convention.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Con- 
vention Center  in  Orlando  with  the  location  of  the  meeting  being  announced  in  the 
Convention  program.  We  hope  that  LSCC  members  will  take  this  opportunity  to 
gather  and  exchange  information  on  Liberty  Seated  coins. 

The  Editor 


46 


LSCC  Regains  Financial  Stability  with  Dues  Increase 


I  assumed  the  duties  of  President  of  LSCC  in  August  1975,  just  one  year  after 
the  club  began  publishing  the  Gobrecht  Journal.  At  that  time  we  were  publishing 
three  20-page  issues  each  year  and  charging  $5  for  dues.  By  1984  we  were  pub- 
lishing three  40-page  issues  a  year  and  charging  $10  for  dues.  As  the  club  conti- 
nued to  grow  I  received  pressure  to  expand  the  size  of  each  issue  to  accommodate 
the  increase  in  material  that  was  being  submitted  for  publication.  We  increased 
the  size  of  the  journal  to  44  pages  in  March  1988,  to  48  pages  in  November  1989 
and  to  52  pages  in  March  1990.  While  these  increases  in  the  size  of  the  journal 
provided  a  better  product  for  the  members,  the  added  expense  of  the  larger  pub- 
lication began  to  erode  the  financial  stability  of  the  club.  We  operated  at  a  loss  of 
about  $100  for  the  club  year  ending  in  August  1990  and  incurred  a  loss  of  almost 
$900  for  the  club  year  ending  in  August  1991. 1  even  reduced  the  size  of  Issue  #51 
to  48  pages  to  reduce  the  deficit  that  I  knew  we  would  certainly  incur  during  the 
present  year.  Clearly  something  had  to  be  done  for  the  coming  year. 

I  described  the  financial  situation  of  LSCC  to  members  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  club  at  the  ANA  Convention  in  Chicago.  I  outlined  several  cost-saving  options 
that  could  be  undertaken  by  the  club  in  order  to  balance  the  budget  for  the  coming 
year.  After  a  short  discussion  it  was  clear  that  the  members  did  not  want  to  take 
any  action  that  would  decrease  the  size  of  the  journal  or  sacrifice  the  quality  of 
the  publication.  With  the  cost  of  sending  out  each  issue  of  the  journal  now  at  98$, 
I  presented  a  proposal  to  send  the  journals  out  by  bulk  rate  mail.  This  proposal 
was  quickly  dismissed  by  those  at  the  meeting.  Members  indicated  that  they  would 
gladly  pay  the  postage  to  send  the  journals  by  first  class  mail.  It  was  generally  felt 
that  bulk  rate  mailing  would  result  in  delayed  delivery,  lost  issues  and  generally 
poor  service.  First  class  mail  also  provides  similar  delivery  service  throughout  the 
country  so  that  all  members  would  have  an  equal  opportunity  to  purchase  coins 
from  ads  contained  in  the  journal.  A  proposal  was  then  made  to  increase  dues  for 
next  year  to  $15.  This  proposal  received  unanimous  support  from  the  club  mem- 
bers at  the  meeting. 

The  new  $15  dues  rate  provides  the  club  with  sufficient  funds  to  publish  three 
52-page  issues  of  the  journal  during  the  next  year  and  end  up  with  a  surplus  for 
the  year.  This  level  of  support  also  gives  the  club  the  resources  to  expand  the  issues 
to  60  pages  at  some  time  in  the  future  when  contributions  to  the  club  can  sustain 
this  expanded  format.  Three  60-page  issues  at  an  annual  dues  of  $15  would  pro- 
vide members  with  the  same  dollar  value  for  their  membership  as  in  1975  when 
we  published  three  20-page  issues  for  an  annual  dues  of  $5. 

With  the  financial  problems  resolved,  further  expansion  of  the  52-page  format 
will  depend  upon  the  number  of  contributions  sent  in  to  the  club  for  publication. 
While  we  are  still  receiving  some  good  articles,  the  quantity  of  material  received 
for  publication  has  fallen  off  during  1991.  This  is  undoubtedly  the  result  of  a  down- 
turn in  the  numismatic  market  but  I  would  hope  that  we  would  look  upon  this  as 
an  opportunity  to  stimulate  interest  in  19th  century  silver  coinage.  Publishing  inter- 
esting articles  on  the  Seated  series  will  undoubtedly  renew  collector  interest  in  these 
beautiful  coins  from  the  last  century. 

The  Editor 
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The  Gobrecht  Journal  Award 


The  opposite  page  shows  a  copy  of  the  plate  that  appeared  on  the  plaque 
presented  to  Scott  Grieb  for  winning  the  first  Gobrecht  Journal  Award.  This  plaque 
was  specifically  designed  for  this  new  award  and  the  same  format  will  be  used  at 
future  presentations  of  the  award.  John  Kroon  also  received  a  similar  plaque  as 
the  co-winner  of  the  award  since  both  individuals  received  the  same  number  of 
votes  for  their  articles  in  the  election  held  last  spring. 

The  Gobrecht  Journal  Award  was  created  to  recognize  an  outstanding  contri- 
bution to  the  numismatic  literature  on  Seated  coinage.  Twenty-five  articles  that  had 
appeared  in  the  first  50  issues  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal  were  nominated  for  con- 
sideration by  the  club  officers.  These  articles  were  placed  on  a  ballot  and  this  bal- 
lot distributed  to  club  members  in  April  1991 .  The  ballots  were  returned  in  May  and 
counted  in  June.  The  winners  were  then  announced  at  the  ANA  convention  in  Chi- 
cago in  August  1991. 

The  logo  that  appears  on  this  plaque  was  specifically  created  for  this  Gobrecht 
Journal  Award  and  was  designed  by  my  daughter,  Lisa  R.  McCloskey.  I  think  that 
the  design  captures  several  symbols  of  the  Liberty  Seated  era  in  a  simple  but  el- 
egant manner.  I  expect  to  use  the  logo  again  to  represent  club  sponsorship  of  fu- 
ture activities. 

No  decision  has  been  made  as  to  when  the  Gobrecht  Journal  Award  m\\  again 
be  given.  We  are  already  presenting  the  Ahwash  Award  on  a  yearly  basis.  It  is  there- 
fore my  feeling  that  the  Gobrecht  Journal  Award  should  be  offered  only  infrequently 
so  that  the  ballot  contains  a  true  cross  section  of  worthy  articles.  It  would  be  my 
impression  that  the  award  should  be  given  again  after  the  publication  of  Issue  #75. 
This  would  represent  the  completion  of  25  years  of  publication  for  the  journal  and 
provide  members  with  the  opportunity  to  select  the  article  that  they  considered  the 
best  over  a  period  of  25  issues  from  Issue  ^51  to  Issue  #75.  A  final  decision  on 
when  the  award  will  again  be  presented  will  be  made  at  some  time  in  the  future. 

The  Editor 


RELAX 


■  As  a  hobby,  numismatics  provides  an  enjoyable  escape  from 
the  stress  of  daily  life. 

■  Dealing  with  a  coin  company  shouldn't  conflict  with  that. 

■  At  J.J.  Teaparty,  we  make  your  collecting  a  pleasure. 

J.J.  Teaparty 

51  Bromfieid  St.  •  Boston.  MA  02108  •  (800)343-6412  (617)482-2398 
Ed  Leventhal  PNG  *255  ANA  LM*654 

Committed  to  the  Fine  Art  of  (Numismatics   
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The 

LSCC  Literary  Award 

for  the  best  article 

to  appear  in  the 
first  50  Issues  of  the 
Gobrecht  Journal 

PRESENTED  TO 

SCOTT  G.  GRIEB 

FOR  HIS  CONTRIBUTION 

Early  Western  History  and  the 
San  Francisco  Seated  Dimes:  Part  One 

That  appeared  in  Issue  #49  of  the  Journal.  This  award  presented 
at  the  ANA  Convention  in  Chicago  on  the  15th  of  August,  1991. 

LIBERTY  SEATED  COLLECTORS  CLUB 
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Convention  Conversations,  Fall  1991 

by 

Larry  Briggs 

I  attend  many  numismatic  conventions  throughout  the  country  each  year  and 
am  often  asked  questions  about  Seated  coinage  during  these  shows.  I  try  to  re- 
spond to  these  inquiries  as  completely  as  possible,  but  I  have  sometimes  felt  that 
my  responses  might  be  of  interest  to  other  LSCC  members.  I  have  therefore  decided 
to  create  this  column  to  provide  the  information  that  I  have  given  for  some  specific 
questions  raised  at  recent  conventions. 

Q.  If  recutting  is  very  heavy  around  the  design  of  a  coin,  is  this  an  early  or  late 
state  of  the  die?  HS 

A.  The  stronger  the  recutting  the  earlier  the  die  state.  The  more  that  the  die  is  used 
to  strike  coins  the  more  the  recutting  of  the  die  fades. 

Q.  Is  there  any  way  to  determine  if  an  1885-S  dime  is  genuine?  JB 
A.  First  check  the  reeding,  and  compare  it  with  the  reeding  of  an  1885  Philadel- 
phia dime.  A  genuine  San  Francisco  dime  of  1885  will  have  more  reeds  than 
the  Philadelphia  specimen.  There  is  only  one  die  pair  known  for  this  date  and 
the  position  of  the  date  and  mintmark  on  the  dies  should  be  carefully  noted. 
The  left  base  of  the  1  is  over  the  left  portion  of  a  denticle.  The  right  base  of  the 
1  is  over  the  center  of  a  denticle.  The  right  side  of  the  1  is  in  line  with  the  9th 
vertical  shield  stripe.  The  ball  of  the  5  is  centered  over  a  denticle.  The  mintmark 
is  1.0mm  tall  and  0.7mm  wide  and  clogged  inside  both  serifs.  The  S  mintmark 
is  0.3mm  from  the  right  ribbon  and  0.6mm  from  the  left  ribbon.  Presently,  there 
is  a  counterfeit  1885-S  dime  being  offered  for  sale  in  an  accugrade  MS-60  holder! 


A  New  Reference  Book  on  Liberty  Seated  Dimes 

I  am  presently  working  on  a  new  reference  book  on  Liberty  Seated  dimes  that 
will  be  published  by  DLRC  Press  next  year.  The  emphasis  of  this  new  book  will 
be  different  in  many  ways  from  the  Encyclopedia  of  Liberty  Seated  Dimes  published 
by  Kamal  Ahwash  in  1977.  My  new  book  will  include  sections  on  grading,  numis- 
matic history,  rarity  ratings  and  mint  state  tabulations  in  addition  to  a  year-by-year 
date  and  major  variety  analysis.  A  price  history  from  Coin  World  Trends  beginning 
in  its  initial  year  of  1963  will  also  be  included.  Perhaps  of  greatest  interest  to  the 
collector  will  be  the  rarity  ratings  for  all  dates  and  major  varieties  in  the  series.  Rar- 
ity ratings  will  be  broken  down  into  the  major  grading  categories  of:  Good  and  bet- 
ter. Fine  and  better,  XF  and  better,  and  Mint  State. 

This  new  book  will  also  include  numerous  varieties  discovered  since  the  pub- 
lication of  the  Ahwash  encyclopedia  in  1977.  There  will  be  newly  discovered  dou- 
bled die  varieties,  repunched  mintmark  varieties  and  repunched  date  varieties 
included  in  this  book.  In  light  of  this  goal,  I  would  be  interested  in  knowing  about 
any  significant  unpublished  varieities  that  LSCC  members  possess  which  they  feel 
should  be  included  in  this  new  book. 

I  anticipate  that  this  new  book  on  Liberty  Seated  dimes  will  be  available  some 
time  during  the  spring  of  1992. 

Brian  Greer  -  LSCC  #716 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  1992  edition  of  "A  Guide  Book  of  United  States 
Coins"  contains  a  revised  mintage  estimate  of  300+  pieces  for  the  1858  Proof 
Liberty  Seated  dollar.  Hopefully,  my  article  on  1858  Proof  coinage  that  appeared 
in  Issue  #50  of  the  journal  and  my  correspondence  with  Ken  Bressett  concerning 
a  more  realistic  estimate  for  the  mintage  of  the  1858  Proof  dollar  were  viewed  as 
positive  contributions  toward  this  revision. 

Weimar  White 
LSCC  #660 


I  want  to  express  my  gratitude  to  all  the  LSCC  members  who  voted  for  my  article 
on  the  San  Francisco  Seated  dimes,  both  for  the  Ahwash  Award  and  for  the  Gobrecht 
Journal  Avjard.  It  is  truly  an  honor  to  have  received  enough  support  from  one's  peers 
to  have  won  both  awards.  The  many  compliments  that  I  received  on  my  article  from 
people  whom  I  met  at  the  1991  ANA  Convention  in  Chicago  will  also  be  long  re- 
membered. Hopefully,  someday  I  will  be  able  to  follow  up  my  article  with  an  equally 
enjoyable  one. 

Scott  Grieb 
LSCC  #740 

I  received  my  award  plaque  today  for  winning  the  Gobrecht  Journal  Award  for  my 
article  on  "The  Availability  of  Liberty  Seated  Dollars  by  Grade.' '  I  think  that  creating 
the  award  was  a  great  idea  and  a  wonderful  way  to  recognize  the  contributions  made 
by  members  in  the  first  50  issues  of  the  journal.  It  was  a  great  honor  for  me  to  have 
received  the  award,  and  I  am  flattered  that  so  many  people  voted  for  my  article. 

John  Kroon 
LSCC  #472 

My  article  describing  the  rarity  of  the  1860-S  quarter  was  published  in  Issue 
#49  of  the  journal  in  November  1990.  Up  to  that  time  only  one  AU  coin  of  this  date 
had  appeared  at  auction  in  the  last  20  years.  In  January  1991,  Stack's  sold  an  old- 
time  collection  that  contained  an  AU  1860-S  quarter  that  had  been  purchased  at 
the  Empire  Sale  in  1957.  The  coin  was  virtually  on  a  par  with  the  Stack's  Septem- 
ber 1989  specimen  and  after  fierce  bidding,  it  sold  for  more  than  twice  its  Trends 
price  of  $3500.  It  was  purchased  by  a  dealer  and  sent  to  NGC  where  it  was  slabbed 
as  an  AU  and  sold  by  the  dealer  to  a  customer  for  $9500.  This  transaction  is  cur- 
rently reflected  in  Trends  which  has  listed  a  value  of  $9500  for  an  AU  1860-S  quarter 
as  of  August  1991.  This  figure  is  higher  than  the  comparable  AU  value  for  an  1870-CC, 
1871-CC  or  1873-CC  quarter.  The  1860-S  quarter  in  AU  has  seen  an  almost  sevenfold 
increase  in  price  in  less  than  two  years.  I  guess  that  it  is  no  longer  underrated  and 
the  numismatic  community  has  now  recognized  its  true  value  in  high  grade. 

Jim  Gray 
LSCC  #664 
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LIBERTY  SEATED 
COLLECTORS  CLUB 

Publishers  of  the  GOBRECHT  JOURNAL 


TREASURER'S  REPORT  1990-1991 


Beginning  Balance  —  July  30.  1990    $  4,566.39 

Receipts 

New  Members   $1,027.00 

Renewal  Memberships   5,598.00 

Advertising   790.00 

Magazine  Sales   3.50 

Donations    100.00 

Interest  Income   339.37 

Total  Receipts   $7,857.87 

Total  Available    $12,424.26 

Disbursements 

Printing    $5,648.76 

Postage  and  Office  Expenses   3,053.00 

ANA  Membership  Dues    30.00 

Total  Spent   $8,731.76 


Cash  Balance  July  24,  1991    d,by^ 

John  Kroon 

Secretary/Treasurer 
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MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 


LiBERTy  Verted  Collectors  Club 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY  STATE  ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTORD        DEALERD  COLLECTOR/DEALERD 

YOU  MAYD     MAY  NOTD 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 
I   COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMESD  DIMESD 
QUARTERSD      HALF  DOLLARSD         OOLLARSD  ALL  SEATEDD 

SIGNATURE  DATE 


Membership  Fee  -  $15.00  for  first  year  dues  and  initiation 
fee.  Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $15.00  to: 
John  Kroon       •       P.O.  Box  1062 
Midland,  Michigan  48641 


CHANGE  OF  ADDRESS 

We  ask  that  you  notify  us  as  soon  as  possible  when  you  move  or  change  your 
mailing  address.  It  seems  that  we  always  have  one  or  two  Journals  returned  to  us 
for  improper  address  when  a  member  has  moved  to  a  new  location.  In  such  cases, 
we  must  wait  for  the  member  to  contact  us  and  provide  us  with  the  new  address.  To 
avoid  unnecessary  delays  in  receiving  the  Journal  and  to  asisst  us  in  keeping  our 
mailing  list  current,  we  ask  that  you  inform  us  as  soon  as  possible  of  any  change 
of  address. 


Reverse  Picture  of 
1870-S  Dime 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads,  or  club  policies  are  invited.  This  is 
your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it  on  behalf  of  the  members. 
Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


